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PREFACE Preface

Thisisthefirst dictionary entirely devoted to new words and meanings to
have been published by the Oxford University Press. It followsin the
tradition of the Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary in attempting
to record the history of some recent additions to the language, but,

unlike the Supplement, it is necessarily very selective in the words,
phrases, and meanings whose storiesit setsout to tell and it stands as

an independent work, unrelated (except in the resources it draws upon) to
the Oxford English Dictionary.

The aim of the Oxford Dictionary of New Wordsisto provide an informative
and readabl e guide to about two thousand high-profile words and phrases
which have been in the news during the past decade; rather than smply
defining these words (as dictionaries of new words have tended to do in

the past), it a'so explains their derivation and the events which brought

them to prominence, illustrated by examples of their use in journalism and
fiction. In order to do this, it draws on the published and unpublished
resources of the Oxford English Dictionary, the research that is routinely
carried out in preparing new entries for that work, and the word-files and
databases of the Oxford Dictionary Department.

What is anew word? This, of course, is a question which can never be
answered satisfactorily, any more than one can answer the question "How
long is apiece of string?’ It isacommonplace to point out that the
language is a constantly changing resource, growing in some areas and
shrinking in others from day to day. The best one can hope to do in a book
of thiskind isto take a snapshot of the words and senses which seem to
characterize our age and which areader in fifty or ahundred years' time
might be unable to understand fully (even if these words were entered in
standard dictionaries) without a more expansive explanation of their
social, political, or cultural context. For the purposes of this

dictionary, anew word is any word, phrase, or meaning that came into
popular use in English or enjoyed a vogue during the eighties and early
nineties. It is abook which therefore necessarily deals with passing
fashions: most, although probably not all, of the words and senses defined
here will eventually find their way into the complete history of the
language provided by the Oxford English Dictionary, but many will not be
entered in smaller dictionaries for some time to come, if at all.



It tends to be the case that "new" words turn out to be older than people
expect them to be. This book is not limited to words and senses which
entered the language for the first time during the eighties, nor even the
seventies and eighties, because such a policy would mean excluding most of
the words which ordinary speakers of English think of as new; instead, the
deciding factor has been whether or not the general public was made aware
of the word or sense during the eighties and early nineties. A few words
included here actually entered the language as technical terms as long ago
as the nineteenth century (for example, acid rain was first written about

in the 1850s and the greenhouse effect was investigated in the late
nineteenth century, athough it may not have acquired this name until the
1920s); many computing terms date from the late 1950s or early 1960sin
technical usage. It was only (in the first case) the surge of interest in
environmental issues and the sudden fashion for "green" concerns and (in
the second) the boom in home and personal computing touching the lives of
large numbers of people that brought these words into everyday vocabulary
during the eighties.

Thereis, of course, amain core of words defined here which did only
appear for thefirst timein the eighties. There are even afew which

arose in the nineties, for which there is as yet insufficient evidence to

say whether they are likely to survive. Some new-words dictionaries in the
past have limited themselves to words and senses which have not yet been
entered in general dictionaries. The words treated in the Oxford

Dictionary of New Words do not all fall into this category, for the

reasons outlined above. Approximately one-quarter of the main headwords
here were included in the new words and senses added to the Oxford English
Dictionary for its second edition in 1989; a small number of others were
entered for the first time in the Concise Oxford Dictionary's eighth

edition in 1990.

The articlesin this book relate to a wide range of different subject

fields and spheres of interest, from environmentalism to rock music,
politics to youth culture, technology to children'stoys. Just as the
subject coverage isinclusive, treating weighty and superficial topics as
even-handedly as possible, so the coverage of different registers, or
levels of use, of the language is intended to give equal weight to the
formal, the informal, and examples of slang and colloquialism. This
resultsin a higher proportion of informal and slang usage than would be
found in ageneral dictionary, reflecting amongst other things the way in
which awareness of register seemsto be disappearing as writers
increasingly use slang expressions in print without inverted commas or any



other indication of their register. The only registers deliberately

excluded are the highly literary or technical in cases where the

vocabulary concerned had not gained any real popular exposure. Finaly, a
deliberate attempt was made to represent English as aworld language, with
new words and senses from US English accounting for a significant
proportion of the entries, along with more occasional contributions from
Australia, Canada, and other English-speaking countries. It is hoped that
the resulting book will prove entertaining reading for English speakers of
al ages and from all countries.
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HOWTO How to Use this Dictionary

Thistopic, with some modification, has been reproduced from the printed
hard-copy version of this dictionary. Some display devices limit the
effects of the highlighting techniques used in this book. Y ou can see
what your display device provides by looking at the following examples:

Thisisan example of large bold type
Thisisan example of italic type
Thisis an example of bold type

The entriesin this dictionary are of two types: full entries and
cross-reference entries.



HOWTO.1 Full entries

Full entries normally contain five sections:

1. Headword section
Thefirst paragraph of the entry, or headword section, gives
° the main headword in large bold type

Where there are two different headwords which are spelt in the
same way, or two distinct new meanings of the same word, these are
distinguished by superior numbers after the headword.

° the part of speech, or grammatical category, of theword initalic
type

In this book, all the names of the parts of speech are written out

in full. The ones used in the book are adjective, adverb,

Interjection, noun, pronoun, and verb There are also entriesin

this book for the word-forming elements (combining form, prefix,
and suffix) and for abbreviations, which have abbreviation in the
part-of-speech dot if they are pronounced |l etter by letter in

speech (asisthe case, for example, with BSE or PWA), but acronym
If they are normally pronounced as wordsin their own right (Aids,
NIMBY, PIN, etc.).

When a new word or sense is used in more than one part of speech,
the parts of speech are listed in the headword section of the

entry and a separate definition section is given for each part of
speech.

° other spellings of the headword (if any) follow the part of speech
in bold type

° the subject area(s) to which the word relates are shown at the end
of the headword section in parentheses (see " Subject Areas' in
topic HOWTO.5).

The subject areas are only intended to give a general guide to the
field of use of a particular word or sense. In addition to the



subject area, the defining section of the entry often begins with
further explanation of the headword's application.

2. Definition section

The definition section explains the meaning of the word and sometimes
contains information about its register (the level or type of language
inwhich it is used) or its more specific application in a particular

field; it may also include phrases and derived forms of the headword
(in bold type) or references to other entries. References to other

entries have been converted to hypertext links.

3. Etymology

The third section of the entry begins a new paragraph and starts with
the heading Etymology: This explains the origin and formation of the
headword. Some words or phrases in this section may bein italic type,
showing that they are the forms under discussion. Cross-referencesto
other headwords in this book have been converted to hypertext links.

4. History and Usage

The fourth section also begins a new paragraph and starts with the
heading History and Usage. Here you will find a description of the
circumstances under which the headword entered the language and came
Into popular use. In many cases this section aso contains information
about compounds and derived forms of the headword (as well as some
other related terms), al listed in bold type, together with their
definitions and histories. As elsewhere in the entry, cross-references

to other headwords have been converted to hypertext links.

5. Illustrative quotations

Thisfinal section of the entry begins a new paragraph and isindented
approximately 5 character spaces from the left margin of the previous
text line. These illustrative quotations are arranged in asingle
chronological sequence, even when they contain examples of a number of
different forms. The illustrative quotations in this book do not

include the earliest printed example in the Oxford Dictionaries

word-file (as would be the case, for example, in the Oxford English
Dictionary); instead, information about the date of the earliest
quotationsis given in the history and usage section of the entry and
theillustrative quotations aim to give a representative sample of



recent quotations from arange of sources. The sources quoted in this
book represent English as aworld language, including quotations from
the UK, the US, Australia, Canada, India, South Africa, and other
English-speaking countries. They are taken for the most part from

works of fiction, newspapers, and popular magazines (avoiding wherever
possible the more technical or academic sourcesin favour of the more
popular and accessible). There are nearly two thousand quotations
altogether, taken from five hundred different sources.

HOWTO.2 Cross-reference entries

Because this book is designed to provide more information than the
standard dictionary and to give an expansive account of the recent history
of certain words and concepts, there is some grouping together of related
pieces of information in asingle article. This means that, in addition to
the full entry, thereisaneed for cross-reference entries leading the
reader from the normal alphabetical place of aword or phrase to the full
entry in which it is discussed. Cross-reference entries are single-line
entries containing only the headword (with a superior number if identical
to some other headword), a subject area or areas to give some topical
orientation, the word "see," and the headword under which the information
can be found. For example:

ESA  seeenvironmentally

A cross-reference entry is given only if thereis asignificant distance
between the alphabetical places of the cross-referenced headword and the
full entry in which it is mentioned. Thus the compounds and derived forms
of afull headword are not given their own cross-reference entries because
these would immediately follow the full entry; the sameistrue of the
words which start with one of the common initial elements (such as eco- or
Euro-) which have their own full entries listing many different formations
in which they are used. On the other hand, the forms grouped together by
their final element (for example, words ending in -friendly or -gate) are

all entered as cross-reference entries in their normal al phabetical

places.

HOWTO.3 Alphabetical order



The full and cross-reference entriesin this book are arranged in asingle
alphabetical sequence in letter-by-letter alphabetical order (that is,

ignoring spaces, hyphens, and other punctuation which occurs within them).
The following headwords, taken from the letter E, illustrate the point:

E°
Ey

eo

earcon

€co

€co-

ecobabble
ecological

ecu

E-free

EFTPOS
enterprise culture
enterprise zone

E number

HOWTO.4 Pronunciation Symbols
Pronunciation symbols which follow the headword in printed copy have been
excluded from this soft-copy edition. In-line pronunciation symbols have
been replaced with /--/.

HOWTO.5 Subject Areas
The subject areas in parentheses at the end of the headword section of
each entry indicate the broad subject field to which the headword relates.
The subject areas used are:

Drugs words to do with drug use and abuse

Environment words to do with conservation, the environment, and green
politics

Business World words to do with work, commerce, finance, and marketing

Health and Fitness



words to do with conventional and complementary medicine,
personal fitness, exercise, and diet

Lifestyle and Leisure
words to do with homes and interiors, fashion, the media,
entertainment, food and drink, and leisure activitiesin
generd

Music words to do with music of all kinds (combined with Y outh
Culture in entries concerned with pop and rock music)

Politics  wordsto do with political events and issues at home and
abroad

People and Society
words to do with social groupings and words for people with
particular characteristics; social issues, education, and
welfare
Science and Technology
words to do with any branch of science in the public eye;
technical jargon that has entered the popular vocabulary
War and Weaponry
words to do with the arms race or armed conflicts that have
been in the news

Y outh Culture words which have entered the general vocabulary through
their use among young people
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1.2 abled...

abled adjective (People and Society)

Able-bodied, not disabled. Also (especially with a preceding
adverb): having a particular range of physical ahilities;
differently abled, otherly abled, uniquely abled: euphemistic



ways of saying 'disabled'.
Etymology: Formed by removing the prefix dis- from disabled.

History and Usage: The word abled arose in the US; it has been
used by the disabled to refer to the able-bodied since about the
beginning of the eighties, and is also now so used in the UK.
The euphemistic phrases differently abled, otherly abled, and
uniquely abled were coined in the mid eighties, again in the US,
as part of an attempt to find a more positive official term than
handicapped (the official term in the US) or disabled (the
preferred term in the UK during the eighties). Another similarly
euphemistic coinage intended to serve the same purpose was
challenged. Differently abled has enjoyed some successin the
US, but all of the forms with a preceding adverb have comein
for considerable criticism.

Disabled, handicapped, differently-abled, physically or
mentally challenged, women with disabilities--thisis
more than a mere discourse in semantics and a matter of
personal preference.

Debra Connors in With the Power of Each Breath (1985),
p. 92

In avaliant effort to find a kinder term than
handicapped, the Democratic National Committee has
coined differently abled. The committee itself shows
signs of being differently abled in the use of English.

Los Angeles Times 9 Apr. 1985, section 5, p. 1

| was aware of how truly frustrating it must be to be
disabled, having to deal not only with your disability,
but with abled people's utter disregard for your needs.

San Francisco Chronicle 4 July 1990, Briefing section,
p. 7

ableism noun Also written ablism (People and Society)

Discrimination in favour of the able-bodied; the attitude or
assumption that it is only necessary to cater for able-bodied



people.

Etymology: Formed by adding the suffix -ism (asin ageism,
racism, and sexism) to the adjective able in the sense in which
it isused in able-bodied.

History and Usage: Thisisone of along line of -isms which
became popular in the eighties to describe various forms of
perceived discrimination: see aso fattism and heterosexism.
Ableism was aterm first used by feministsin the US at the
beginning of the eighties; in the UK, the concept was first
referred to as able-bodism in a GLC report in 1984 and was later
also called able-bodiedism. However, ableism was the form chosen
by the Council of the London borough of Haringey for a press
release in 1986, and it is this form which has continued to be
used, despite the fact that it is thought by some to be badly
formed (the suffix -ism would normally be added to a noun stem
rather than an adjective). The spelling ableism is preferred to
ablism, which some people might be tempted to pronounce /--/.
In practice, none of the forms has been widely used, although
society's awareness of disability was raised during the
International Y ear of Disabled Personsin 1981. The adjective
corresponding to thisnoun is ableist, but its use is amost
entirely limited to US feminist writing. For an adjective which
describes the same characteristics from the opposite viewpoint,
see disablist.

A GLC report...referred throughout to a new phenomenon
called mysterioudly "able-bodism’--areference
apparently to that malevolent majority, the fully-fit.

Daily Telegraph 1 Nov. 1984, p. 18

Able-ist movements of the late-nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries regarded disability as problematic
for society.

Debra Connors in With the Power of Each Breath (1985),
p. 99

| was at the national convention of the National
Organization for Women. | consider myself a
feminist...but I'm...embarrassed by the hysteria, the



ABS

abuse

gaping maws in their reasoning and the tortuous twists
of femspeak. Who else can crowd the terms 'ableism,
homophobia and sexism' into one clause without heeding
the shrillness of tone?

San Francisco Chronicle 4 July 1990, section A, p. 19
(Science and Technology) see anti-lock
noun (Drugs) (People and Society)

Illegal or excessive use of adrug; the misuse of any substance,
especialy for its stimulant effects.

In the context of human relationships, physical (especially
sexual) maltreatment of another person.

Etymology: These are not so much new senses of the word as
specializations of context; abuse has meant ‘wrong or improper
use, misapplication, perversion' since the sixteenth century,

but in the second half of the twentieth century has been used so
often in the two contexts mentioned above that this is becoming
the dominant use.

History and Usage: Abuse wasfirst used in relation to drugs

in the early sixties; by the seventies it was usual for it to be

the second element in compounds such as acohol abuse, drug
abuse, and solvent abuse, and soon afterwards with a human
object as the first word: see child abuse. Interestingly it is

not idiomatic to form similar compounds for other types of abuse
initstraditional sense: the abuse of power rather than ‘power
abuse, for example. Thisis one way in which the language
continues to differentiate the traditional use from the more
specialized one, although there have been some recent exceptions
(atennis player who throws his racquet about in anger or
frustration can now be cautioned for racquet abuse, for

example).

Thisis asetback for the campaign against increasing
heroin abuse among the young in all parts of the
country.

Sunday Times 9 Dec. 1984, p. 3



Just over 30 per cent of the girls questioned said they
had tried solvent abuse.

Daily Express 20 Aug. 1986, p. 2

Asked why she continued diagnosing abuse after three
appeals from other agencies to stop because they could
not cope, she replied: 'With hindsight, at the time we
were trying to do our best for them. In the event, with
some children, we were sadly unable to do that.'

Guardian 14 July 1989, p. 2

1.3 ace...

ace

adjective (Y outh Culture)
In young people's slang: great, fantastic, terrific.

Etymology: The adjectival use has arisen from the noun ace,
which essentially means 'number one'.

History and Usage: Asany reader of war comics will know,
during the First World War outstanding pilots who had succeeded
in bringing down ten or more enemy planes were known as aces;
shortly after this, ace started to be used in American English

to mean any outstanding person or thing, and by the middle of
the century was often used with another noun following (asin
‘an ace sportsman’). It was a short step from this attributive

use to full adjectival status. In the eighties, ace was

re-adopted by young people as a general term of approval, and
thistime round it was always used as an adjective (‘that's

really ace!") or adverbially (‘ace!') as a kind of exclamation.

With staff, everything becomes possible. And--ace and
brill--they confer instant status on the employer at the
same time. A double benefit: dead good and the
apotheosis of yuppiedom.

Daily Telegraph 12 July 1987, p. 21



The holiday was absolutely ace--loads of sailing and
mountain walking, and even anight's camping in the
hills.

Balance (British Diabetic Association) Aug.-Sept. 1989,
p. 45

acid house
noun (Music) (Y outh Culture)

A style of popular music with afast beat, a spare, mesmeric,
synthesized sound, few (if any) vocals, and adistinctive
gurgling bass; in the UK, ayouth cult surrounding this music
and associated in the public mind with smiley badges,
drug-taking, and extremely large parties known as acid house
parties. Sometimes abbreviated to acid (also written acieeed or
aciiied, especially when used as a kind of interjection).

Etymology: The word acid hereis probably taken from the record
Acid Trax by Phuture (in Chicago slang, acid burning isaterm
for stealing and this type of music relies heavily on sampling,

or stealing from other tracks); a popular theory that itisa
reference to the drug L SD is denied by its followers (but

compare acid rock, a sixties psychedelic rock craze, which
certainly was). House is an abbreviated form of Warehouse: see
house.

History and Usage: Acid house music originated in Chicago as
an offshoot of house music in 1986; at first it was called
‘washing machine', which aptly described the original sound.
Imported to the UK in 1988, acid house started a youth cult
during the summer of that year, and soon spawned its own set of
behaviour and its own language. The craze for acid house
parties, at venues kept secret until the very last moment,
exercised police forces throughout the south of England, since
they often involved trespass on private land and caused a public
nuisance, although organizers claimed that they had been
maligned in the popular press.

| suppose that alot of acid house music is guilty
of...being completely cold and devoid of any human
touch.



Spin Oct. 1989, p. 18

Aciiied was afigment of the British imagination. Like
British R& B in the Sixties, it was a creative
misrecognition of a Black American pop.

Melody Maker 23-30 Dec. 1989, p. 34

Acid House, whose emblem is avapid, anonymous smile, is
the simplest and gentlest of the Eighties youth
manifestations. Its dance music is rhythmic but
non-aggressive (except in terms of decibels).

Independent 3 Mar. 1990, p. 12
See also warehouse
acid rain noun (Environment)

Rain containing harmful acids which have formed in the
atmosphere, usually when waste gases from industrial emissions
combine with water.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: rain with an acid content.

History and Usage: Theterm acid rain wasfirst used as long
ago as 1859, when R. A. Smith observed in achemical journa
that the stonework of buildings crumbled away more quickly in
towns where a great deal of coal was burnt for industrial
purposes; this he attributed to the combination of waste gases
with water in the air, making the rain acidic. In the early

1970s the term was revived as it became clear that acid rain was
having aterrible effect on the forests and lakes of North
America, Europe, and especially Scandinavia (killing trees and
freshwater life). Acid rain started to be discussed frequently

in official reports and documents on the environment; but it was
not until environmental concerns became a public issuein the
eighties that the term passed from technical writing of one kind
and another into everyday use. With this familiarity came a
better understanding of the causes of acid rain, including the
contribution of exhaust fumes from private vehicles. By the end
of the eighties, acid rain was a term which even schoolchildren
could be expected to know and understand, and had been joined by



variations on the same theme: acid cloud, aterm designed to
emphasi ze the fact that acidic gases could damage the
environment even without any precipitation; acid fallout, the
overall atmospheric effect of pollution; acid precipitation, the
name sometimes used for snow or hail of high acidity.

She has alist of favorite subjects, favorite serious
subjects--nuclear proliferation, acid rain,
unemployment, as well asracial bigotry and the
situation of women.

Alice Munro Progress of Love (1987), p. 190

Burning oil will contribute to the carbon dioxide
umbrella and the acid rain deposited on Europe.

Private Eye 1 Sept. 1989, p. 25

acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(Health and Fitness) see Aids

active adjective (Science and Technology)

Programmed so as to be able to monitor and adjust to different
situations or to carry out several different functions,; smart,
intelligent®.

Etymology: A simple development of sense: the software enables
the device to act on the results of monitoring or on commands
from its user.

History and Usage: This sense of active became popular in the
naming of products which make use of developmentsin artificial
intelligence and microel ectronics during the late eighties and
early nineties: for example, the Active Book, the trade mark of
a product designed to enable an executive to use facilities like
fax, telephone, dictaphone, etc. through a single portable
device; the active card, a smart card with its own keyboard and
display, enabling its user to discover the remaining balance,
reguest transactions, etc.; active optics, which makes use of
computer technology to correct light for the distortion placed
upon it asit passes through the atmosphere; active suspension,
asuspension system for cars in which the hydraulic activators



are controlled by a computer which monitors road conditions and
adjusts suspension accordingly; and active system, any
computerized system that adjusts itself to changesin the
immediate environment, especially a hi-fi system.

The only development that | would class as the 'biggy"’
for 1980 was the introduction of reasonably priced
active systems.

Popular Hi-Fi Mar. 1981, p. 15

The company is aso pioneering the development of active
or supersmart cards, which rivals...believe to be
impractical on several counts.

New Scientist 11 Feb. 1989, p. 64

One of our mottosis'Buy an Active Book and get 20 per
cent of your life back'.

Daily Telegraph 30 Apr. 1990, p. 31

active birth
noun (Health and Fitness)

Childbirth during which the mother is encouraged to be as active
as possible, mainly by moving around freely and assuming any
position which feels comfortable.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: birth which is active rather
than passive.

History and Usage: The active birth movement was founded by
childbirth counsellor Janet Balaskas in 1982 as a direct

rejection of the increasingly technological approach to

childbirth which prevailed in British and American hospitals at
the time. Ironically, this technological approach was known as
the active management of labour; to many of the women involved
it felt like adenial of their right to participate in their own

labour. The idea of active birth was to move away from the view
that awoman in labour is a patient to be treated (and therefore
passive), freeing her from the encumbrance of monitors and other
medical technology whenever possible and handing over to her the



opportunity to manage her own labour. The concept has been
further popularized in the UK by Sheila Kitzinger.

The concept of Active Birth is based on the idea that
the woman in labour is an active birthgiver, not a
passive patient.

SheilaKitzinger Freedom & Choice in Childbirth (1987),
p. 63

New Active Birth by Janet Balaskas...After Active Birth,
published in 1983, updated New Active Birth prepares a
woman for complete participation in the birth of her
child.

Guardian 1 Aug. 1989, p. 17

active citizen
noun (Politics)

A member of the public who takes an active rolein the
community, usually by getting involved in crime prevention, good
neighbour schemes, etc.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: acitizen who is active in
society rather than passively soaking up the benefits of
community life.

History and Usage: The term active citizen wasfirst used in
the name of the Active Citizen Force, a White militiain South
Africa, set up in 1912 and consisting of male citizens
undergoing national service. In acompletely separate
development, active citizen started to be used in the US from
the late seventies as a more polite way of saying 'political
activist' or even 'future politician'; some active citizens even
organized themselves into pressure groups which were able to
affect local government policies. In the UK, the term active
citizen and the associated policy of active citizenship were
popularized by the Conservative government of the eighties,
which placed great emphasis upon them, especially after the
Conservative Party conference of 1988. The focus of active
citizenship as encouraged by this government was on crime
prevention (including neighbourhood watch) and public order,



rather than political activism. This put it on the borderline
with vigilante activity, a cause of some difficulty in turning
the policy into concrete action.

Pervading the researches will be an effort to plumb
individuals moral convictions, their motives for
joining or not joining in active citizenship.

Christian Science Monitor (New England edition) 2 June
1980, p. 32

Intermediate institutions...help to produce the 'active
citizen' which Ministers such as Douglas Hurd have
sought to call into existence to supplement gaps in
welfare provision.

Daily Telegraph 3 May 1989, p. 18

‘Active citizens...brought unsafe or unethical
practices by their employersto official notice. As
their stories reveal, active citizenship carries
considerable personal risk. Blacklisting by other
employersis afrequent consequence.

Guardian 27 June 1990, p. 23

acupressure
noun (Health and Fitness)

A complementary therapy also known as shiatsu, in which symptoms
arerelieved by applying pressure with the thumbs or fingersto
specific pressure points on the body.

Etymology: Formed by combining the first two syllables of
acupuncture (acupressure is a Japanese application of the same
principles as are used in Chinese acupuncture) with pressure.
The word acupressure actually already existed in English for a
nineteenth-century method of arresting bleeding during
operations by applying pressure with a needle (Latin acu means
'with a needl€’); since no needleisused in shiatsu it is clear

that the present use is a separate formation of the word,
deliberately referring back to acupuncture but without taking
into account the original meaning of acu-.



History and Usage: Acupressure has been practised in Japan as
shiatsu and in Chinaas G-Jo (‘first aid') for many centuries;

it was exported to the Western world during the 1960s, but at

first was usually called shiatsu. During the late seventies and
early eighties acupressure became the preferred term and the
word became popularized, first in the US and then in the UK, as
complementary medicine became more acceptable and even sought
after. In the late eighties the principle was incorporated into
apopular proprietary means of avoiding motion sicknessin which
elastic bracelets hold a hard 'button’ in place, pressing on an
acupressure point on each wrist. A practitioner of acupressure

Is called an acupressurist.

Among the kinds of conditions that benefit from
acupressure are migraine, stress, and tension-rel ated
problems.

Natural Choice Issue 1 (1988), p. 19

After one two-hour massage that included...acupressure,
| was addicted.

Alice Walker Temple of My Familiar (1989), p. 292
acyclovir noun (Health and Fitness)

An antiviral drug that is effective against certain types of
herpes, including cytomegalovirus.

Etymology: Formed by combining al but the ending of the
adjective acyclic (in its chemical sense, ‘containing no cycle,
or ring of atoms) with the stem of viral.

History and Usage: The drug was developed at the end of the
seventies and became the only effective treatment for genital
herpes that was available during the eighties. It was widely
publicized as a breakthrough in antiviral medicine at atime
when genital herpes was seen as the most intractable sexually
transmitted disease affecting Western societies (before the
advent of Aids). During the late eightiesit was used in
combination with AZT (or Zidovudine) in the management of
cytomegalovirus, a herpes virus which affects some people



aready infected with HIV.
The beauty of acyclovir isthat it remainsinactive in
the body until it comes in contact with a herpes-induced
enzyme. The enzyme then activates the drug.
Maclean's 2 Nov. 1981, p. 24
Professor Griffiths said studies in the US have shown
the drug Acyclovir to be effective in preventing the
side effects of CMV infection.
Guardian 7 July 1989, p. 3

1.4 Adam...

Adam  noun (Drugs)

In the slang of drug users, the hallucinogenic designer drug
methylenedioxymethamphetamine or MDMA, also known as Ecstasy.

Etymology: The nameis probably atype of backslang, reversing
the abbreviated chemical name MDMA, dropping the first m, and
pronouncing the resulting ‘word’; it may be influenced by the
associations of the first Adam with paradise. A similar designer
drug is known in drugs slang as Eve.

History and Usage: For history, see Ecstasy.

On the street, its nameis 'ecstasy’ or ‘Adam’, which
should tell how people on the street feel about it.

Los Angeles Times 29 Mar. 1985, section 5, p. 8

One closerelative of MDMA, known as Eve--MDMA is
sometimes called Adam--has already been shown to be less
toxic to rats than MDMA. Because of a'designer-drug'

law passed in 1986, Eve is banned too.

Economist 19 Mar. 1988, p. 94

additive noun (Environment) (Lifestyle and Leisure)



A substance which is added to something during manufacture,
especially achemical added to food or drink to improve its
colour, flavour, preservability, etc. (known more fully asa
food additive).

Etymology: Additive has meant 'something that is added' since
the middle of this century; recently it has acquired this more
specialized use, which partly arose from the desire to
abbreviate food additive once the term was being used
frequently.

History and Usage: Public interest in what was being put into
foods by manufacturers grew rapidly during the eighties because
of the green movement, with its associated diet-consciousness
and demand for 'natural’ products, and also because of growing
evidence of the harmful effects of certain additives (including
their implication in hyperactivity and other behavioural
problemsin children). Thisinterest was crystallized in the mid
eighties by new EC regulations on naming and listing additives
and the publication of a number of reference books giving
details of all the permitted food additives as well as some of
the possible effects on health of ingesting them. Possibly the
most famous of these was Maurice Hanssen's E for Additives
(1984); certainly after the publication of this book, additive
could be used on its own (not preceded by food) without fear of
misunderstanding. In response to the public backlash against the
use of chemical additives, manufacturers began to make a
publicity point out of foods which contained none; the phrase
free from artificial additives (bearing witness to the fact that
food additives from natural sources continued to be used) and
the adjective additive-free began to appear frequently on food
|abels from the second half of the eighties.

L ast week Peter turned up at Broadcasting House with the
first ever commercially produced non-sweetened,
additive-free yoghurt.

Listener 10 May 1984, p. 15
Every human and inhuman emotion magnified itself in New

Y ork; thoughts...more quickly became action within and
beyond the law; some said the cause lay in the food, the



additives, some said in the polluted air.
Janet Frame Carpathians (1988), p. 103
See also Alar, E number, -free

advertorial
noun (Business World)

An advertisement which iswritten in the form of an editorial
and purports to contain objective information about a product,
although actually being limited to the advertiser's own
publicity material.

Etymology: Formed by replacing the first two syllables of
editorial with the word advert to make a blend.

History and Usage: The advertorial (both the phenomenon and the
word) first appeared in the US as long ago as the sixties, but

did not become a common advertising ploy in the UK until the mid
eighties. Advertorials camein for some criticism when they
started to appear in British newspapers since there was a

feeling of dishonesty about them (as deliberately inducing the
reader to read them as though they were editorials or features),

but they apparently did not contravene fair advertising

standards as set out in the British Code of Advertising

Practice:

An advertisement should always be so designed and
presented that anyone who looks at it can see, without
having to study it closely, that it is an advertisement.

In many cases the page on which an advertorial appearsis headed
advertising or advertisement feature (a more official name for

the advertorial), and thisis meant to alert the reader to the

nature of the article, although the layout of the page often

does not. The word advertorial is sometimes used (asin the
second example below) without an article to mean this style of
advertisement-writing in general rather than an individual

example of it.

Yes, advertorialsare apain, just like the advertising
supplement pagesin Barron's, but | question whether



‘anyone who bought FNN would have to junk the
programming'.

Barron's 24 Apr. 1989, p. 34

Thiswill probably lead to a growth in what the industry
calls 'advertorial’--a mixture of public relations and
journalism, or editorial with bias.

Sunday Correspondent 22 Apr. 1990, p. 27

1.5 aerobics

aerobics noun (Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A form of physical exercise designed to increase fitness by any
maintainable activity that increases oxygen intake and heart
rate.

Etymology: A plura noun on the same model as mathematics or
stylistics, formed on the adjective aerobic (‘'requiring or using
free oxygen in the air'), which hasitself been in use since the
late nineteenth century.

History and Usage: The word was coined by Mg or Kenneth Cooper
of the US Air Force as the name for afitness programme
developed in the sixties for US astronauts. In the early

eighties, when fitness became a subject of widespread public
interest, aerobics became the first of a string of fitness

crazes enthusiastically taken up by the media. The fashion for
the aerobics class, at which aerobic exercises were done
rhythmically to music as part of a dance movement called an
aerobics routine, started in California, soon spread to the UK,
Europe, and Australia, and even reached the Soviet Union before
giving way to other exercise programmes such as Callanetics.
Although aplura noun in form, aerobics may take either
singular or plural agreement.

Aerobics have become the latest fitness craze.

Observer 18 July 1982, p. 25



The air-waves of the small, stuffy gym reverberated with
the insistent drum notes as thirty pairs of track shoes
beat out the rhythm of the aerobics routine.

Pat Booth Palm Beach (1986), p. 31
See a'so Aquarobics

1.6 affinity card...

affinity card
noun Sometimes in the form affinity credit card (Business World)

A credit card issued to members of a particular affinity group;

in the UK, one which islinked to a particular charity such that
the credit-card company makes a donation to the charity for each
new card issued and also passes on asmall proportion of the
money spent by the card user.

Etymology: Formed by combining affinity in the sense in which
it isused in affinity group (an American term meaning 'a group
of people sharing a common purpose or interest’) with card®. In
the case of the charity cards, the ideais that the holders of

the cards share a common interest in helping the charity.

History and Usage: Affinity cards werefirst issued in the US

in the late seventiesin awide variety of different formsto

cater for different interest groups. These cards were actually
issued through the affinity group (which could be any non-profit
organization such as a college, aunion, or aclub), and

entitled its members to various discounts and other benefits.
When the idea was taken up by large banks and building societies
inthe UK in 1987, it was chiefly in relation to charities, and

the idea was skilfully used to attract new customers while at

the same time appealing to their social conscience.

One alternative [to credit-card charges] is an affinity
credit card linked to a charity, although the Leeds
Permanent Building Society is considering charging for
its affinity cards.

Observer 29 Apr. 1990, p. 37



Affinity cards cannot be used to access any account
other than one maintained by a Visa card-issuing
financial institution.

Los Angeles Times 10 Oct. 1990, section D, p. 5

affluential
adj ective and noun (People and Society)

adjective: Influential largely because of great wealth; rich and
powerful.

noun: A person whose influential position in society derives
from wealth.

Etymology: Formed by telescoping affluent or affluence and
influential to make a blend.

History and Usage: A US coinage of the second half of the
seventies, affluential became quite well established (especially
as anoun) in American English during the eighties, but so far
shows little sign of catching on in the UK.

Spa is the name of the mineral-water resort in Belgium,
and has become aword for ‘watering place' associated
with the weight-conscious affluentials around the world.

New Y ork Times Magazine 18 Dec. 1983, p. 13
affluenza noun (Health and Fitness) (People and Society)

A psychiatric disorder affecting wealthy people and involving
feelings of malaise, lack of motivation, guilt, etc.

Etymology: Formed by telescoping affluence and influenzato
make a blend.

History and Usage: The term was popularized in the mid eighties
by Californian psychiatrist John Levy, after he had conducted a
study of children who grow up expecting never to need to earn a
living for themselves because of inheriting large sums of money.
The name affluenza had apparently been suggested by one of the



patients. By the end of the eighties, the term had started to
catch on and was being applied more generally to the guilt
feelings of people who suspected that they earned or possessed
more than they were worth.

The San Francisco group also runs seminars that teach
heiresses how to cope with guilt, lack of motivation,
and other symptoms of affluenza, an ailment she saysis
rampant among children of the wealthy.

Fortune 13 Apr. 1987, p. 27

Also pathogenic is 'affluenza), the virus of inherited
wealth, striking young people with guilt, boredom, lack
of motivation, and delayed emotional development.

British Medical Journal 1 Aug. 1987, p. 324

1.7 ageism

ageism noun Also written agism (People and Society)

Discrimination or prejudice against someone on the grounds of
age; especially, prejudice against middle-aged and elderly
people.

Etymology: Formed by adding the suffix -ism (asin racism and
sexism) to age.

History and Usage: The word was coined by Dr Robert Butler of
Washington DC, a specialist in geriatric medicine, in 1969; by
the mid seventiesit was fairly common in the US but did not
really enter popular usage in the UK until the late seventies or
early eighties. Until then, it was often written age-ism,
displaying a slight discomfort about its place in the language.
Along with a number of other -isms, ageism enjoyed avoguein
the media during the eighties, perhaps partly because of a
growing awareness of the rising proportion of older people in
society and the need to ensure their welfare. The adjective and
noun ageist both date from the seventies and have a similar
history to ageism.



The government campaign against ‘ageism' was stepped up
this weekend with a call for employersto avoid
discrimination against the elderly in job

advertisements.

Sunday Times 5 Feb. 1989, section A, p. 4

John Palmer, who had been at that desk for many years,
was completely screwed...| think that's ageist.

New York 23 July 1990, p. 29

See dso ableism, fattism, and heterosexism

1.8Al...

Al

abbreviation (Science and Technology)

Short for artificial intelligence, the use of computers and
associated technology to model and simulate intelligent human
behaviour.

Etymology: Theinitial letters of Artificial Intelligence.

History and Usage: Attempts to ‘teach’ computers how to carry
out tasks (such as trandlation between languages) which would
normally require a human intelligence date back almost as far as
computer technology itself, and have been referred to under the
genera-purpose heading of artificial intelligence since the
fifties. Thiswas being abbreviated to Al in technical

literature by the seventies, and by the eighties the

abbreviation had entered the general vocabulary, as computing
technology became central to nearly all areas of human activity.
The abbreviation is often used attributively, with afollowing
noun, asin Al technology etc.

Salesfor Al technology will top 08719 million this year.
Business Week 1 July 1985, p. 78

Military research...has been both the driving force
and...paymaster of Al development.



CU AmigaApr. 1990, p. 89

-Aid  combining form Also written -aid and without hyphen (People and
Society)

The second element in names of efforts to raise money for
charity.

Etymology: Based on Band Aid, the punning name of arock group
formed by Irish rock musician Bob Geldof in 1984 to raise money
for faminerelief in Ethiopia; Band-Aid is also the trade mark

of awell-known brand of sticking-plasters. Until Bob Geldof
became involved in this area, aid had tended to be associated

with economic assistance given by one government to another,
often with political conditions attached.

History and Usage: The enormous success of Bob Geldof's appeal
for Ethiopia, which began with the release of Band Aid's record
Do they know it's Christmas?in 1984 and continued with a
large-scale rock concert called Live Aid in 1985, laid the
foundations for this new combining element in the language.
Whereas in the sixties, fund-raising organizations and events

had favoured the word fund in their titles, it now became
fashionable to use -Aid following the name of your group or
activity (School-Aid for schoolchildren's efforts, Fashion-Aid

for acharity fashion show, etc.), or after the name of the

group being helped (asin Kurd Aid, an unofficial name for a Red
Cross concert in aid of Kurdish refugeesin May 1991).

Sport Aid organizers were yesterday endeavouring to
maximize the money raised by Sunday's worldwide Race
Against Timein aid of African famine relief.

The Times 28 May 1986, p. 2

Inspired by the Live Aid rockathon, Willie Nelson staged
Farm Aid | in Champaign to help the needy closer to
home.

Life Fall 1989, p. 142

aid fatigue



Aids

(People and Society) see compassion fatigue
acronym Also written AIDS (Health and Fitness)

Short for acquired immune deficiency syndrome, a complex
condition which is thought to be caused by avirus called HIV
and which destroys a person's ability to fight infections.

Etymology: An acronym, formed on theinitial letters of
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome.

History and Usage: The condition was first noticed by doctors

at the very end of the seventies and was described under the

name acquired immune deficiency state in 1980, although later
research has shown that a person died from Aids as long ago as
1959 and that the virus which causes it may have existed in
Africafor ahundred years or more. Colloquialy the condition
was also sometimes referred to as GRID (gay-related immune
disease) in the US before the name Aids became established. The
US Center for Disease Control first used the name acquired
immune deficiency syndrome and the acronym Aids in September
1982, and by 1984 the disease was already reaching epidemic
proportionsin the US and coming to be known as the scourge of
the eighties. At first Aids was identified as principally

affecting two groups: first, drug users who shared needles, and
second, male homosexuals, giving rise to the unkind name gay
plague, which was widely bandied about in newspapers during the
mid eighties. Once the virus which causes the immune breakdown
which can lead to Aids was identified and it became clear that
this was transmitted in body fluids, sexual promiscuity in

general was blamed for its rapid spread. These discoveries
prompted a concerted and ill-received government advertising
campaign in the UK which aimed to make the general public aware
of the risks and how to avoid them,; this resulted, amongst other
things, in the revival of the word condom in everyday English.

The acronym soon came to be written by somein the form Aids
(rather than AIDS) and thought of as a proper noun; it was also
very quickly used attributively, especially in Aids virus (a
colloquial name for HIV) and the adjective Aids-related. By 1984
doctors had established that infection with the virus could
precede the onset of any symptoms by some months or years, and
identified three distinct phases of the syndrome:



lymphadenopathy syndrome developed first, followed by
Aids-related complex (ARC), a phase in which preliminary
symptoms of fever, weight loss, and mal ai se become apparent; the
later phase, always ultimately fatal, in which the body's

natural defences against infection are broken down and tumours
may develop, came to be known as full-blown Aids. Colloquialy,
the phases before the onset of full-blown Aids are sometimes
called pre-Aids.

The language of Aids (Aidspeak) became both complex and emotive
asthe eighties progressed, with the word Aids itself being used
imprecisaly in many popular sources to mean no more than
infection with HIV--a usage which, in the eyes of those most
closely concerned with Aids, could only be expected to add to

the stigmatization and even victimization of already isolated

socia groups. The Center for Disease Control published a
carefully defined spectrum of stages, in an attempt to make the
position clear: HIV antibody seronegativity (i.e. the absence

of antibodies against HIV in the blood), HIV antibody
seropositivity (see antibody-positive), HIV asymptomaticity,
lymphadenopathy syndrome, Aids-related complex, and full-blown
Aids. In order to lessen the emotive connotations of some

tabloid language about Aids, pressure groups tried to discourage
the use of Aidsvictim and replace it with person with Aids (see
PWA). The terminology had become so complex and tricky that
those who could find their way about it and understood the

issues came to be known as Aids-literate. At the time of writing

no cure has been found for Aids.

In just one year the list of people at risk from AIDS
has lengthened from male homosexuals, drug-abusers and
Haitians, to include the entire population [of the USA].

New Scientist 3 Feb. 1983, p. 289

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis...will
look at potential drug treatmentsin animalsfor an
AlDS-related form of pneumonia, pneumocystis carinii.

New York Times 1 May 1983, section 1, p. 26

Buddies' project is not to examine the construction of
gay identity but to take apart the mythology of AIDS as



a'gay plague'.
Film Review Annual 1986, p. 160

Of 34 mothers who gave birth to children with Aids at
his hospital, only four had any symptoms of the disease
or Aids-related complex, a milder form.

Daily Telegraph 3 Feb. 1986, p. 5

Like many well-educated professionals who are sexually
active, the man had become an AIDS encyclopedia without
changing his habits.

Atlantic Feb. 1987, p. 45
Seedso Slim
Aidsline (People and Society) see-line

Aids-related virus
(Health and Fitness) see HIV

airhead noun (People and Society)

In North American slang, a stupid person; someone who speaks or
acts unintelligently.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: someone whose head isfull of
air; perhaps influenced by the earlier form bubblehead (which
goes back to the fifties).

History and Usage: Airhead has been afavourite American and
Canadian term of abuse since the beginning of the eighties, used
especially for the unintelligent but attractive type of woman

that the British call abimbo. At first airhead was associated

with teenage Valspeak, but it soon spread into more general use
among all age-groups. Although very common in US English by the
mid eighties, airhead did not start to catch on in the UK or

Australia until the end of the decade.

His comedies of manners are very funny, and the vain
airheads who populate his novels are wonderfully drawn.



Christian Science Monitor 2 Mar. 1984, section B, p. 12

Mature women...left the airheads to be abused by the
stuffy, bossy older men and wore shorter skirts than
their teenage daughters.

Indy 21 Dec. 1989, p. 7
airside noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

The part of an airport which is beyond passport controls and so
is only meant to be open to the travelling public and to bona
fide airport and airline staff.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: the side of the airport
giving access to the air (as opposed to the landside, the public
area of the airport).

History and Usage: The word airside has been in usein the
technical vocabulary of civil aviation since at least the

fifties, but only really came to public notice during the late
eighties, especially after the bombing, over Lockerbiein
Scotland, of a Pan-Am passenger jet after it left London's
Heathrow airport in December 1988. As aresult of this and other
terrorist attacks on air travel, agreat deal of concern was
expressed about the ease with which a person could gain access
to airside and plant a device, and several attempts were made by
Investigative reporters to breach security in thisway. Tighter
security arrangements were put in place. Theword airside is
used with or without an article, and can also be used
attributively in airside pass etc. or adverbialy (to go airside
etc.).

Far too many unvetted people have accessto
aircraft...No one should get an 'airside’ pass
without...clearance.

The Times 27 June 1985, p. 12

For several hours the terminal-building was plunged into
chaos. 'Airside’ was sedled off by armed police.



Daily Telegraph 18 Apr. 1986, p. 36

1.9 Alar...

Alar

noun (Environment)

A trade mark for daminozide, a growth-regulating chemical used
as a spray on fruit trees to enable the whole crop to be
harvested at once.

History and Usage: Alar has been manufactured under this brand
name since the mid sixties and is used by commercial growersto
regulate the growth of fruit (especially apples), so larger,
unblemished fruit which remains on the tree longer can be
produced. The chemical does not remain on the surface of the

fruit, but penetrates the flesh, so that it cannot be washed off

or removed by peeling. The results of research published in the
second half of the eighties showed that, when the apples were
subsequently processed (in order to make apple juice, for

instance), Alar could be converted into unsymmetrical
dimethylhydrazine (or UDMH), a potent carcinogen. This discovery
brought Alar unwelcome publicity during the late eighties:

mothers anxious to protect their children from harmful chemicals

in foods (among them some famous mothers such as film star Meryl
Streep in the US and comedian Pamela Stephenson in the UK) led a
campaign to have its use discontinued. Alar was voluntarily
withdrawn by its manufacturers, Uniroyal, from use on food crops
inthe US and Australiain 1989; in the UK the Advisory
Committee on Pesticides declared it safe.

Some products which have been publicised as Alar-free by
retailers and manufacturers were still found to contain
Alar.

She Oct. 1989, p. 18

Most people are far more frightened of the threat of
cancer than of the flulike symptoms that they associate
with food poisoning. Fanning their anxieties are
frequent alerts: about dioxinin milk, aldicarbin
potatoes, Alar in apples.



New York Times 7 May 1990, section D, p. 11

alcohol abuse
(Drugs) (People and Society) see abuse

alcohol-free
(Lifestyle and Leisure) see -free

Alexander technique
noun (Health and Fitness)

A complementary therapy which aimsto correct bad posture and
teach people a balanced use of their bodies as an aid to better
health.

Etymology: The name of F. Matthias Alexander, who invented the
technique.

History and Usage: The Alexander technique was developed by
Alexander, an Australian actor who subsequently devoted hislife
to physiotherapy, at the end of the nineteenth century, and was
promoted by the writer Aldous Huxley in the forties. It was not
widely taken up by the general public until the seventiesin the
US and the early eighties in the UK, when complementary medicine
and alternative approaches to health became more socially
acceptable than previoudly. It continued to enjoy avoguein the
late eighties, since it fitted in well with the New Age approach

to self-awareness. Although not claiming to cure any organic
health problems, teachers of the Alexander technique maintain
that it can relieve or even remove symptoms, notably back pain,
aswell as helping people to prevent pain and discomfort in

later life.

The Alexander Techniqueisavery careful, gentle way of
Increasing awareness, it was ajoy to learn how to
listen to myself.

Out from the Core Feb. 1986, p. 5
| saw an ad...for a cheap introductory coursein

Alexander technique and as | had poor posture and...an
aching back, | went along.



Good Housekeeping May 1990, p. 17
aiterate adjective and noun (People and Society)

adjective: Disinclined to acquire information from written
sources; able to read, but preferring not to.

noun: A person who can read but chooses to derive information,
entertainment, etc. from non-literary sources.

Etymology: A hybrid word, formed by adding the Greek prefix a-
in the sense 'without' to literate, aword of Latin origin. The
hybrid form was intended to make a distinction between the
aliterate and the illiterate (formed with the equivalent Latin

prefix in-), who are unable to read and write.

History and Usage: The word aliterate was coined in the late
sixties, but it was not until the eighties that there began to

be real evidence that the increasing popularity of television

and other 'screen-based' media (including information on
computer screens) was having a noticeable effect on people's use
of reading and writing skills. This observation came soon after

it had been revealed that there were considerable numbers of
people leaving school unable to read and write. In the early
eighties, the noun aliteracy developed as a counterbalance to
illiteracy; the two terms described these twin problems. Asthe
eighties progressed, graphics and video became even more heavily
used to put across information, to teach, and to entertain;
aiteracy istherefore likely to become increasingly prevalent

in the nineties,

The nation's decision-making process...is threatened by
those who can read but won't, Townsend Hooper, president
of the Association of American Publishers, told some 50
persons attending an ‘a-literacy' conference.

Publishers Weekly 1 Oct. 1982, p. 34

According to arecent estimate, 60 million
Americans--almost one-third of our entire population--is
Illiterate. And arecent report from the Librarian of
Congress suggests that we may have at least the same
number who are aliterate.



The Times 27 Dec. 1985, p. 12

al-terrain bike
(Lifestyle and Leisure) see mountain bike

alphatest
noun and verb (Science and Technology)

noun: A preliminary test of an experimental product (such as
computer software), usually carried out within the organization
developing it before it is sent out for beta testing.

transitive verb: To submit (a product) to an aphatest.

Etymology: Formed by compounding. Alpha, thefirst letter of
the Greek alphabet, has long been used to denote the first in a
series; the alphatest isthe first test in aroutine series.

History and Usage: The concept of the alphatest comes from the
world of computer software development, where it has been used
since the early eighties. Its purpose isto iron out as many

bugs as possible before alowing the software to be used by
outsiders during the second phase of testing (see beta test). A
person whose job is to test software in thisway for the

developer is an alpha-tester; the process is known as apha
testing and the product at this stage of development is the
alpha-test version.

As the operations manager for alarge computer equipment
manufacturer, Ray Majkut helped oversee the 90-day test
of a 200-line private branch exchange, an experience he
regarded as more of an alphatest than a betatest.

Network World 14 Apr. 1986, p. 35

Apple set Hypercard 2.0 into aphatest right before the
quake, making a spring intro likely.

InfoWworld 23 Oct. 1989, p. 110

Altergate (Politics) see -gate



aternative
adjective and noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

adjective: Offering a different approach from the conventional
or established one; belonging to the counter-culture.

noun: An approach that is alternative in thisway; also, a
follower of alternative culture.

Etymology: A simple development of sense: alternative first
meant 'offering a choice between two things', but by the end of
the last century could be used to refer to choices involving
more than two options. The meaning dealt with here probably
arose from the phrase aternative society (see below).

History and Usage: The word alternative was first used in this
sense when the hippie culture of the late sixties, with its

rejection of materialism and traditional Western values, was
described as an aternative society. Almost immediately,
anything that served the counter-culture also came to be
described as alternative (for example the alternative press,
consisting of those newspapers and magazines that were aimed at
radical youth); uses arose from within the counter-culture, too
(for example the alternative prospectus, which gave the

students' view of an educational establishment rather than the
officia view). Although the term aternative society itself had
fallen from fashion by the end of the seventies, the adjective
enjoyed a new vogue in the eighties as the green movement urged
society to seek new approaches to natural resources, fuel

sources, etc. and the health and fitness movement became
increasingly influential in advocating unconventional medical
therapies. The most important alternatives of the past decade
have been:

alternative birth, birthing (Health and Fitness), any method of
childbirth that triesto get away from the intrusive, high-tech
approach of modern medicine towards a more natural and homely
setting in which the mother has control;

aternative comedy (Lifestyle and Leisure), comedy that is not
based on stereotypes (especially sexual or racial ones) or on
conventional views of humour, but often includes an element of
black humour or surrealism and an aggressive style of



performance; aso alternative comedian, alternative comedienne,
practitioners of this;

aternative energy (Environment), energy (such as solar power,
wind generation, etc.) derived from any source that does not use
up the earth's natural resources of fossil fuels or harm the
environment;

aternative medicine, therapy (Health and Fitness), any medical
technique that aims to promote health and fitness without the
use of drugs, often involving the patient in self-awareness and
self-help; complementary medicine;

aternative technology (Environment) (Science and Technology),
technology deliberately designed to conserve natural resources
and avoid harm to the environment, especially by harnessing
renewable energy sources.

Babies are born with as little medical intervention as
possible in the hospital's Alternative Birth Center,
located on a separate floor from the maternity wing.

Money Dec. 1983, p. 205

A recent survey of more than 1,000 practitioners,
conducted by the Institute for Complementary Medicine,
found the number of patients turning to alternative
therapies growing at an annual rate of 15 per cent, with
a 39 per cent increase in patients visiting homeopaths.

Chicago Tribune 8 Apr. 1985, p. 1

Jennifer is a 20-year-old Alternative, with short
platinum hair jelled and sprayed into a cone, bright
face, smart casual clothes and heavy worker's boots.

Courier-Mail (Brisbane) 27 Sept. 1988, p. 17
The so-called alternative comedy boom was initially
compared to the punk phenomenon and ultimately has

proved to be equally asimpotent.

Arena Autumn/Winter 1988, p. 163



Waterfall Vegetarian Food...is launching its new range
of aternative salami slices with its VVegelami dlice.

Grocer 21 Jan. 1989, p. 168

The...Trust will invest in companies working to ensure a
better cleaner environment (waste processing,
alternative energy, recycling, etc).

Green Magazine Apr. 1990, p. 82

1.10 angdl dust...

angel dust
noun Sometimes written angels' dust (Drugs)

In the slang of drug users, the hallucinogenic drug
phencyclidine hydrochloride or PCP (see PCP°).

Etymology: Formed by compounding. The drug was originally taken
in the form of a powder or dust; it may be called the dust of

angels because of the supposedly heavenly visions that it

produces, although it has been claimed that the reason is that

the drug was first distributed illegally by Hell's Angels.

History and Usage: Angel dust was popular in the drugs
subculture of the sixties (when the term was sometimes used to
refer to drug mixtures such as cocaine, heroin, and morphine, or
dried marijuanawith PCP). In the eighties angel dust enjoyed a
short-lived revival as one of the preferred drugs of the new
psychedelia associated with acid house; the term became the
usual street name this time round for PCP, which also had a
large number of other slang names such as cornflakes, goon, hog,
loopy dust, and rocket fuel.

She could've been on something...Acid, angel dust.
Elmore Leonard Glitz (1985), p. 69

PCP or 'angel dust', a strong anaesthetic which came
after LSD in 1960s drug fashions...has recently emerged



anew. Now they call it 'rocket fuel' in Chicago and mix
it with peanut butter.

Sunday Times 24 Mar. 1985, p. 12

‘Angel dust', one of the most dangerous street drugs
ever created, may soon have anew role--in treating
heart attack and stroke victims.

Observer 12 Mar. 1989, p. 32

angioplasty
noun (Health and Fitness)

An operation to repair a damaged blood vessal or to unblock a
coronary artery.

Etymology: A compound formed on classical roots. angio- isthe
Latinized form of a Greek word, aggeion, meaning 'avessdl’;
-plasty comes from Greek plastia, 'moulding, formation'.

History and Usage: Angioplasty has been known as a medical
term since the twenties, but came into the news during the
eighties particularly as aresult of the development of two new
techniques for carrying it out. Balloon angioplasty, available
since the mid eighties, involves passing atiny balloon up the
patient's arteries and inflating it to remove blood clots or

other blockages. Laser angioplasty, still in its experimental
stages in the late eighties, makes use of lasers to burn away
blockages, and is designed to be minimally invasive. The
development of these techniques has meant that expensive heart
surgery under general anaesthetic can now often be avoided, with
angioplasty taking place instead under local anaesthetic.
Angioplasty by these new means has therefore been vaunted in the
popular science press as avery significant medical advance.

Arterial lesions would remain at the center of medical
interest in coronary heart disease for decades to come.
Cholesterol-lowering diets would aim to slow their
growth; bypass surgery would attempt to route blood
around them; in angioplasty, atiny balloon would
sgueeze the lesions open.



Atlantic Sept. 1989, p. 39

Anglo-lrish agreement
noun (Politics)

A formal agreement between the United Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland, signed on 15 November 1985, establishing an
intergovernmental conference and providing for greater
cooperation between the two countries, especially where the
sovereignty and security of Northern Ireland were concerned.

Etymology: Anglo- isthe combining form of English, but

doubles as the combining form for British and 'of the United
Kingdom', since neither has a combining form of its own; to
describe the agreement as Anglo-Irish therefore means not just

that it was between England and Eire, but between the whole
United Kingdom and Eire (and so by implication included Northern
Ireland, even though it met with opposition there).

History and Usage: The Anglo-Irish agreement was the subject of
some considerabl e speculation in the press long before it was
actually signed by British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and
Irish Taoiseach Garret Fitzgerald at Hillsborough, Co. Down, in
1985: the earliest uses of the term date from the very beginning
of the eighties. It became very frequently used in newspapers
during the mid eighties, partly as aresult of the intense
opposition to it raised by Ulster Unionists. They particularly
objected to the fact that their political representatives had

not been involved in the negotiations and to the implications
they saw in it for the sovereignty of Northern Ireland.

Attempted Ulster talksin May 1991 sought to involve them first
In anew agreement.

The disagreement goes to the heart of the problem of how
to introduce Dublin as a partner in the talks and what

role it would have in renegotiating the replacement of

the Anglo-lrish Agreement.

Guardian 28 June 1990, p. 2

animal-free
(Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure) see -free



animalist®
noun (Politics)

An animal rights campaigner or supporter.

Etymology: A contraction of animal liberationist; formerly, an
animalist was afollower of the philosophy of animalism or an
artist who treated animal subjects.

History and Usage: This snappier term arosein US English
during the mid eighties and is as yet barely established in the
language. The movement to which it refers, variously known as
animal liberation, animal lib, and animal rights, has a much
longer history--the term animal liberation goes back to the

early seventies--and there is a good case for a term which would
be less of a mouthful than animal liberationist or animal rights
campaigner, although this one suffers from possible confusion
with the opposite meaning of the adjective animalist in the

entry below.

The uproar resulted from a column two weeks ago in which
| reported that animalist Barbara Toth was enraged over
the possibility that some Asian immigrants in Canoga

Park might be turning strays into dog foo young.

Los Angeles Times (Valley edition) 22 July 1985, section
2,p. 7

The dismal sight on Tuesday night of bedraggled
‘animalists distributing protest literature to queues
of happy families agog with the expectancy of pure
pleasure.

Financial Times 28 July 1988, p. 21
animalisty
adjective (People and Society)

Discriminating against animals; demeaning animals or denying
them rights by the way one speaks, thinks, or behaves.

Etymology: Formed by adding the suffix -ist as used in racist
or sexist to animal: compare ageist (see ageism).



History and Usage: Also very new and still rare, this sense of
animalist is a British usage which promises to give rise to some
considerable confusion by creating a situation in which the noun
animalist and its corresponding adjective carry almost opposite
meanings. Ultimately one or other sense must surely survive at
the expense of the other--if indeed either catches on.

Animal rights campaigners on Merseyside are urging
parents and teachers to stop children using ‘animalist’
expressions, which they claim demean certain creatures.

Daily Telegraph 27 Oct. 1989, p. 5

animatronics
noun (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Science and Technology)

The technique of constructing robots which look like animals,
people, etc. and which are programmed to perform lifelike
movements to the accompaniment of a pre-recorded soundtrack.

Etymology: Formed by combining the first three syllables of
animated with the last two of electronics to make a blend.

History and Usage: The idea of animatronics (which originally
had the even more complicated name audio-animatronics, now a
trade mark) was developed by Walt Disney during the sixties for
use at the World's Fair and later for Disneyland and other theme
parks. The movements and gestures of the robots (each of which
may be called an animatron or an animatronic) are extremely
lifelike, but because they are pre-programmed they cannot be
responsive or interactive: for this reason, animatronics has

been described as being 'like television with the screen

removed'. During the eighties, animatronics became more widely
known as the theme park idea and the robotics technology were
exported from the US to other parts of the world. Although it
looks plural in form, animatronics always takes a singular
agreement when it refers to the technique; plural agreement
indicates that it is being used for a group of the robots
themselves. The adjective used to describe the technology or the
robots is animatronic.

'‘How-about-some-you'd-pay-twice-as-much-for-anywhere-el se,’



yells Stein, his mouth seeming to move independently of
the words, like one of those eerie Animatronic Disney
robots.

Forbes 12 Nov. 1979, p. 177

Sally Animatronics Pty Ltd has set up shop in Sydney to
capitalise on what it perceives to be aboom market in
Australia...--the production of lifelike robots for

theme parks, exhibitions and museums. The robots, known
as animatronics, were made famous by
Disneyland...Designing an animatronic figureisa

difficult process.

The Australian 24 Nov. 1987, p. 58

The animals and acrobats of the popular entertainment
will give way to a Disney-style ‘animatronic' show, part
of acel7.5-million plan to revamp the Tower.

The Times 28 Sept. 1990, p. 17

antibody-positive
adjective (Health and Fitness)

Having had a positive result in a blood test for the Aids virus
HIV; at risk of developing Aids.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; having a positive test for
antibodies to HIV. Long before Aids, antibody-positive was in
technical use for the result of any blood test for antibodies to
avirus; itisonly in popular usage that it has become
specialized almost exclusively to the Aids sense.

History and Usage: This sense of antibody-positive arose during
the mid eighties, when fear of Aidswas at its height and much
publicity was given to it. Since infection with HIV could

precede the onset of any Aids symptoms by a period of years, and
only some of those who were tested positive would in fact
develop symptoms at any time, health officials emphasized the
need to avoid over-reacting to a positive test and tried (with
varying degrees of success) to prevent discrimination against
those who were known to be antibody-positive. The adjective for



aperson found not to have been infected or atest with a
negative result is antibody-negative, but thisisless commonly
found in popular sources.

Without testing facilities at, say, clinics for sexually
transmitted diseases, 'high-risk' donors might give
blood simply to find out their antibody status (and
possibly transmit the virus while being
antibody-negative).

New Statesman 27 Sept. 1985, p. 14

This longstanding concentration on the clinical
manifestations of AIDS rather than on all stages of HIV
infection (i.e., frominitial infection to

seroconversion, to an antibody-positive asymptomatic
stage, to full-blown AIDS) has had the...effect of
misleading the public.

Susan Sontag Aids & its Metaphors (1989), p. 31

anti-choice
adjective Sometimes written antichoice (Health and Fitness)
(People and Society)

Especialy in US English, opposed to the principle of allowing a
woman to choose for herself whether or not to have an abortion;
aderogatory synonym for pro-life (see under pro-).

Etymology: Formed by adding the prefix anti- in the sense
‘against' to choice.

History and Usage: The whole issue of abortion has been an
extremely contentious one in US politics during the past fifteen
years. The term anti-choice arose in the second half of the
seventies as alabel applied to pro-life campaigners by those
who had fought for women's rights in the US and resented the
erosion of their work by the anti-abortion lobby. Assuchitis
deliberately negative in form (supporters of the rights of the
unborn child would describe themselves in more positive terms
such as pro-life or right-to-life). Although abortion has also
been an important issue in the UK in the eighties, the term
anti-choice has hardly been used in British sources until quite



recently.

She said there are at |east three racesin the state
where a clear anti-choice incumbent is being opposed by
astrong pro-choice challenger.

San Francisco Chronicle 26 June 1990, section B, p. 4
anti-lock adjective (Science and Technology)

Of the brakes of acar or other vehicle: set up so asto prevent
locking and skidding when applied suddenly; especially in
anti-lock brake (or braking) system (ABS), a patent system which
allows sudden braking without any locking of the wheels.

Etymology: Formed by adding the prefix anti- in the sense
‘preventing' to the verb stem lock.

History and Usage: Anti-lock braking was developed in the
sixties from asimilar system which had been applied to
aeroplanes (under the name wheel-slide protection system). The
first application to motor vehicles was Lockheed's Antilok (a
trade mark); at first it was used mainly for heavy trucks and

the like. The term began to appear frequently in car advertising
in the early eighties, when the system became generally
available on private cars (either as an optional extraor a
standard feature), and was used as a strong marketing point. The
system works by momentarily releasing the brakes and freeing the
locked wheel as often as necessary to avoid skid. Anti-lock is
occasionally used on its own as a noun as a shortened form of
anti-lock brake system.

Unlike car systems, the motorcycle ABS does not alow
full application of the brakes while cornering.

Daily Mirror (Sydney) 21 Oct. 1988, p. 111
An anti-lock brake system is available. This amazing
sports sedan also has a Bumper-to-Bumper warranty that's

good for 3 years.

Life Fall 1989, p. 85



antivirus (Science and Technology) see vaccine

1.11 AqualLibra..

AqualLibra
noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

The trade mark of a health drink containing spring water, fruit
juices, and a number of other ingredients, which is promoted as
an aid to proper alkaline balance and good digestion.

Etymology: Latin agua'water' and libra'balance'’: literally
‘water balance' (compare balance).

History and Usage: AquaLibrawas launched under thisnamein
1987, at atime when there was a fashion for non-alcoholic
drinks, and many smart executives favoured mineral water (see
designer).

Aqua Libra...is completely free of alcohol and | like it
because it is not as sweet as, say Perrier and orange
juice.

Financial Times 31 Dec. 1988, Weekend FT, p. IX

The smart set in England this season is drinking Aqua
Libra. The pale-gold beverage is a blend of sparkling
water, passion fruit juice and apple juice, seasoned
with sesame, sunflower, melon, tarragon and Siberian
ginseng.

Forbes 25 Dec. 1989, p. 48
Aquarobics
noun Sometimes written aguarobics or aquaerobics (Health and
Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)
The trade mark of afitness programme, including aform of

aerobics, in which the exercises are done in a shallow swimming
pool.

Etymology: Formed by substituting the Latin word aqua 'water’



for the first syllable of aerobics.

History and Usage: Aquarobics was developed by GeorgiaKerns
and Judy Millsin the USin 1980 and registered there as atrade
mark. By the late eighties it had spread to the UK and was
becoming a popular aternative to aerobics, being promoted
especially as aform of exercise suitable for people with

physical disabilities or those recovering from operations.

The movable floor can be lowered from 1.5 feet to 10
feet and is used for such water exercise classes as
aquarobics and aquafitness.

Business First of Buffalo 9 Mar. 1987, p. 30

Many...handicapped people said how beneficial the
Aquarobics Exercises had been.

Keep Fit Autumn 1989, p. 7

1.12 arb...

arb

noun (Business World)

In financia jargon, adeder in stocks who takes advantage of
differing valuesin different markets to make money; especially
on the US stock exchange, a dealer in the stocks of companies
facing take-over bids.

Etymology: A colloquial shortened form of arbitrageur, a French
word borrowed into English in the late nineteenth century for
any stock dealer who makes his money from buying stock in one
market and selling in another.

History and Usage: Although the practice of arbitrage (the
simultaneous buying and selling of large quantities of stock in
different markets so as to take advantage of the price
difference) iswell established--it dates from the late
nineteenth century--the word arbitrageur was not shortened to
arb in print until Wall Street risk arbitrageurs started buying
up large quantities of stock in companies facing take-over bids
in the late seventies. These take-overs attracted considerable



ARC

media interest, and the word arb started to appear frequently in
the financial sections of newspapers from about the beginning of
the eighties.

For a start you often have to make use of the 'arbs,
very useful gentlemen indeed in a bid battle.

Sunday Telegraph 25 Mar. 1984, p. 19

It should have been the risk arbitrageurs' finest
year...Instead, in the wake of archrival lvan F.
Boesky's admission of insider trading, the arbs are
being battered.

Business Week 8 Dec. 1986, p. 36

(Health and Fitness) see Aids

aromatherapy

noun Sometimes in the form aromatotherapy (Health and Fitness)

A complementary therapy which makes use of essential oils and
other plant extracts to promote a person's health, general
well-being, or beauty.

Etymology: Actually borrowed from French aromath, rapie,
although the formation of the English word is self-explanatory:
therapy based on aromatic oils.

History and Usage: Aromatherapy was promoted by the French
chemist Ren,-Maurice Gattefoss, in the thirties, but was not
widely taken up in English-speaking countries until the
seventies, when the search began for natural remedies to replace
the increasingly intrusive techniques of traditional medicine.
There was nothing new, of course, in the use of plant extracts
for medicinal purposes; it was the therapeutic effect of

inhaling the aromatic oils or massaging them into the skin that
Gattefoss, claimed to have discovered anew. During the eighties,
when alternative therapies proliferated and there was a premium
on the use of natural ingredients, aromatherapy graduated from
fringe status to a reasonably respected technique, especially

for the relief of stress-related symptoms. A practitioner of
aromatherapy is called an aromatherapist; the adjective used to



describe an oil which has some use in aromatherapy is
aromatherapeutic.

Today in Britain most therapists and their clients use
aromatherapy as aform of relaxation with some benefits
to minor medical conditions.

Here's Health June 1988, p. 89

For details of aqualified aromatherapist in your area
contact the International Federation of Aromatherapists.

Prima Aug. 1988, p. 74

artificial intelligence

(Science and Technology) see Al

ARV (Health and Fitness) see HIV
1.13 asset
asset  noun (Business World)

Thefirst word of a number of compounds fashionable in the
business and financial world, including:

asset card, a US name for the debit card (see card®);

asset management, the active management of the assets of a
company so as to optimize the return on investments; the job of
an asset manager;

asset-stripping, the practice of selling off the assets of a

company (especially one which has recently been taken over) so
as to make maximum profit, but without regard for the company's
future; the activity of an asset-stripper.

Etymology: The word assets, which originally came from
Anglo-French assets (modern French assez enough) was
reinterpreted as a plural noun with asingular asset by the
nineteenth century; however, it was only in the late twentieth
century that it acquired compounds based on this singular form.



History and Usage: All three compounds entered the language
through US business usage in the mid seventies; asset-stripping
had been practised since the fifties, but did not become widely
known by this name until the seventies. Asset management and
asset-stripping have been widely used in the UK during the
eighties, even moving into non-technical usage. By the end of
the decade, though, asset-stripping had become an unfashionable
name for an activity which financiers now preferred to call
unbundling: see unbundle.

Guinness Peat's chief executive...reckons that
institutions in the post Big Bang City will take one of
three forms--bankers, traders or asset managers.

Investors Chronicle 1 Nov. 1985, p. 54

The solution...--moving the $2 billion asset card
business to...South Dakota--ushered in anew erain
Interstate banking.

US Banker Mar. 1986, p. 42

One of the large mutual fund families...offers not only
avariety of funds but an asset management account that
would give you a monthly record of all transactions,
including reinvestment of dividends.

Christian Science Monitor 20 Feb. 1987, section B, p. 2
A more relevant description of Hanson's strategy would
be asset-mining rather than asset-stripping; that is,

the development of undervalued assets for hidden value.

National Westminster Bank Quarterly Review May 1987,
p. 27

They were returning...from visiting afoundry in Derby
that had been taken over by asset-strippers.

David Lodge Nice Work (1988), p. 154

1.14 ATB...



ATB (Lifestyle and Leisure) see mountain bike
ATM abbreviation (Business World)

Short for automated teller machine, a machine which carries out
banking transactions automatically. (Usually known colloquially
in the UK as a cashpoint or cash dispenser, although it may be
capable of carrying out transactions other than cash

dispensing.)

Etymology: Theinitial letters of automated (or automatic )
teller machine.

History and Usage: The full term automated teller machine was
first used in the mid seventies, when the machines were put into
mass operation in US banks; by 1976 this had been abbreviated to
ATM, which has remained the standard term for the increasingly
versatile machines in the US as well as Australia and other
English-speaking countries. In the UK, they were available from
the middle of the seventies but not used by the mass of the
British public until the mid eighties. Consequently, the name
ATM has tended to be used mostly in officia circles, while cash
dispenser, cash machine, and cashpoint have been the more
popular names. Even though the machines are now capable of
registering deposits, providing statements, etc., it seems

unlikely that ATM will become the regular term in the UK as
well.

Bill payments and loan repayments can be made through
ATMs...80 per cent of all ATM transactions were
withdrawals, 10 per cent were inquiries and 10 per cent
were deposits.

Sunday Mail Magazine (Brisbane) 12 Oct. 1986, p. 16
Need cash at midnight? Hit the ATM.

Life Fall 1989, p. 49

See also cash dispenser



1.15 audio-animatronics...

audio-animatronics
(Science and Technology) see animatronics

autogenic training
noun (Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A relaxation technique in which the patient is taught a form of
self-hypnosis and biofeedback as away of managing stress.

Etymology: A translation of the German name, das autogene
Training. Autogenic, an adjective which has been used in
English since the late nineteenth century, literally means
'self-produced'. It is not the training that is self-produced,
though; autogenic training is designed to teach people how to
produce afeeling of calm and well-being in themselvesin
stressful circumstances. A more accurate (though long-winded)
name would be training in autogenic relaxation.

History and Usage: Autogenic training was invented in Germany
and first popularized by psychiatrist and neurologist Johannes
Schultz from the thirties until the fifties. It isthefirst of

three stages in a method which is known in its entirety as
autogenic therapy. Although it has reputedly been used by East
German athletes for decades, it only became widely practised
outside Germany in the seventies and eighties. The techniqueis
particularly useful for athletes because it offers the

possibility of bringing about positive changes in one's own
physical state (such as lowering blood pressure or reducing
heart-rate). Autogenicsis an alternative name for autogenic
therapy or autogenic training; although plural in form, this
noun (like aerobics) can take singular or plural agreement.

A new study indicates that autogenics--aform of mental
press-ups--are as good for reducing stress...as physical
exertions,

She July 1985, p. 115

Liz Ferris uses autogenic training with athletes. This
discipline is designed to help switch off the body's



stress mechanisms.
Observer 6 May 1990, p. 21

automated teller machine
(Business World) see ATM

1.16 aware...

aware adjective (Environment) (People and Society)

Of aperson, social group, etc.: fully informed about current
issues of concern in aparticular field. Of aproduct: designed,
manufactured, or marketed in such away as to take account of
current concerns and attitudes. (Often with a preceding adverb
indicating the field of concern, as ecologically or
environmentally aware, socialy aware, etc.)

Etymology: Formed by increasingly dliptical use of the
adjective: first, people were described as being aware of
certain issues, then they were ssmply described as socially
(etc.) aware, and finally their quality of awareness was
ascribed to the products which resulted from their concerns.

History and Usage: People have been described as socially or
politically aware since the early seventies; as the green
movement gained momentum in the late seventies and early
eighties it became increasingly important to be ecologically or
environmentally aware as well. The adjective started to be
applied to things as well as people in the early eighties; this
usage remains limited in practice to environmentally aware
products and activities and sometimes appears to mean only that
some part of the profit on the salesisto be donated to a green
cause.

Most of the machines described as being 'environmentally
aware will also cost you over o400.

Which? Jan. 1990, p. 49

The main dessert component was one of the few
ecologically aware trademarked foods, the 'Rainforest



Crunch' ice cream made by Ben & Jerry's, which donates
some of the profits from this flavor to arain forest
preservation fund.

Los Angeles Times 21 June 1990, section E, p. 8

awesome adjective (Y outh Culture)

In North American slang (especially among young people):
marvellous, great, stunningly good.

Etymology: Awesome originally meant 'full of awe', but by the

end of the seventeenth century could also be used in the sense

'inspiring awe, dreadful’. The apparent reversal of meaning that

has now taken place started through a weakening of the word's
meaning during the middle decades of the twentieth century to
'staggering, remarkable'’; this was then further weakened and
turned into an enthusiastic term of approval in the eighties.

History and Usage: Within the youth culture, terms of approval
come into fashion and go out again quite rapidly. After becoming

frequent in its weakened sense of ‘'mind-boggling' during the
sixties and seventies, awesome was taken up in the eighties as
one of the most fashionable words of general approval among

young Americans. In particular it was associated with the speech
of preppies and the New Y ork smart set, and often seemed to be

part of afixed phrase, preceded by totally. Surprisingly, it

has remained popular among young people into the nineties, and
has spread outside the US to Canada and Australia. It has been

used in British English in this sense too, but really only in
caricatures of US speech.

Stuck in arut...the kid was at the end of his rope when
out of the blue... kaboom...'Awesome!! The Acclaim
remote for Nintendo!"

Captain AmericaNov. 1989, p. 7

Roxanne Shante is quite simply the baddest sister
around, and teamed with Marley Mar| at the mixing desk

she is awesome.

Number One 8 Nov. 1989, p. 43



That night | freebased afractal of crack and blissed
out on E. It was awesome. It was ace. It was wicked, bad
and def. It was twenty quid. OUCH!

Blitz Dec. 1989, p. 130

1.17 Azeri...

Azeri

noun and adjective Sometimes written Azari (People and Society)

noun: A member of a Turkic people of the USSR and Iran, living
mainly in Azerbaijan, Armenia, and northern Iran; an
Azerbaijani. Also, their language.

adjective: Of or belonging to this people or their language.

Etymology: The Turkish form (azer@E) of what was originaly a
Persian word for fire; the place-name Azerbaijan is a compound
meaning 'fire-temple’. Azeri is apparently the preferred form
among those of Azeri ethnic origin, sinceit preservesa
distinction between the Turkic people and anyone who livesin
Azerbaijan (Azerbaijani can mean either).

History and Usage: Although used in ethnographical and
linguistic works since at least the last century, Azeri was not
aword that the average reader of English newspapers would have
recognized until the late eighties. Then ethnic unrest on the
border between the Armenian and Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist
Republics was widely reported in the newspapers. Since the
trouble was partly caused by the fact that large numbers of
ethnic Armenians lived within the borders of the Azerbaijan SSR
and Azerisin the Armenian SSR, it was necessary for journalists
to make the distinction between the inhabitant of Azerbaijan (an
Azerbaijani) and the Azeri.

At least two civilians, one Armenian and one Azeri,
attacked Armenian homes...Azeri mobs had burned 60
houses...Three Azeris were shot and killed by troops.

Observer 27 Nov. 1988, p. 23



AZT

20B

abbreviation (Health and Fitness)

Short for azidothymidine, a drug used in the treatment of Aids
to stop the virus HIV from replicating itself within the
patient's body; now officially known as Zidovudine.

Etymology: Thefirst two letters of azido- combined with the
initial letter of thymidine.

History and Usage: Azidothymidine was developed in the US
during the mid seventies, before Aids became a problem, but was
aways intended as aretrovirus inhibitor. When HIV was
identified as the probable cause of Aidsin the mid eighties,

its applicability to this virus was tested and it was found that

it could prolong the life of Aids patients by preventing the

virus from copying itself and so reducing the patients
susceptibility to infections. This discovery led to its being
promoted in the press as a‘'wonder drug' and even as a cure for
Aids, although its testers continued to emphasize the fact that

it was only capable of slowing down the development of the
disease. Once the drug was in use for treating Aids, the name
azidothymidine was usually abbreviated to AZT. Thisisstill the
name by which the drug is known colloquially, despite the fact
that its official name has been changed to Zidovudine.

The company has been sharply criticized for the cost of
AZT, and recently cut the price by 20 per cent. An adult
with AIDS now pays about $6,500 a year for the drug.

New York Times 26 Oct. 1989, section A, p. 22

2.1 babble...

-babble combining form

The jargon or gobbledegook that is characteristic of the
subject, group, etc. named in the first part of the word:



ecobabble (Environment), environmental jargon; especially,
meaningless green jargon designed to make its user sound
environmentally aware;

Eurobabble (Poalitics), the jargon of European Community
documents and regulations;

psychobabble (People and Society), language that is heavily
influenced by concepts and terms from psychology;

technobabbl e (Science and Technology), technical jargon,
especially from computing and other high-technology areas.

Etymology: The noun babble means 'inarticulate or imperfect
speech, especialy that of achild: theimplication hereis

that these jargon-ridden forms of the language sound like so
much nonsense to those who are not 'in the know'. In these words
babbl e has been added on to the combining form of ecological
etc. like a suffix: compare the earlier use of -speak in this

way, after George Orwell's Newspeak and Oldspeak in the novel
1984.

History and Usage: Psychobabble was coined in the USin the
mid seventies, when various forms of psychoanalysis and
psychotherapy were fashionable and the terms of these subjects
were often bandied about by laypeople who only partly understood
them. In 1977, Richard Rosen devoted a whole book to the subject
of Americans who used this language of analysis. It was not long
before other forms using -babble started to appear in the

language: Eurobabble arrived soon after Britain's entry into

the EC and ecobabble followed in the mid eighties as the green
movement gained momentum.

|s the environmental hoopla resonating through the halls
of American business 'mere corporate ecobabble intended
to placate the latest group of special-interest

loonies?

Los Angeles Times 1 Feb. 1990, section E, p. 1
No matter that the Kohl-Mitterrand accords might amount

to no more than Eurobabble. They, and many British
voters, see a Continental future in which ever more



business is ordained without British involvement.

The Times 27 Apr. 1990, p. 13

baby boomer

(People and Society) see boomer

baby buster

Bach

(People and Society) see buster
proper noun (Health and Fitness)

In Bach (or Bach's) flower remedies (sometimes simply Bach
remedies): a complementary therapy related to homoeopathy, in
which anumber of preparations of intestinal bacteria are used
to relieve emotional states which (according to the inventor of
the remedies, Edward Bach) underlie many physical illnesses.

Etymology: The name of Edward Bach combined with flower
remedies (because the preparations are made from intestinal
flora).

History and Usage: Dr Edward Bach (1886-1936) was a Harley
Street specialist who became interested in homoeopathy and
developed the remedies as his own contribution to the
discipline. According to his theory, the mind and body can bein
apositive state (ease) or degenerate into a negative one
(disease). He developed 38 different remedies, each designed to
produce the positive state of ease for a particular personality
type. Bach flower remedies were not widely known or used until
the middle of the eighties, when they suddenly became
fashionable, perhaps as aresult of the general upsurge of
interest in homoeopathy and alternative therapies at thistime.

The key to the Bach Remediesisthat they are chosen not
for the symptoms of the illness, but for the underlying
emotional state of the client.

Out from the Core Feb. 1986, p. 14

backward masking

noun (Music)



bad

A technique in music recording in which adisguised messageis
included in such away asto be audible only when the disc is
spun backwards, although it may allegedly be perceived
subliminally during normal playing. Also, the message itself.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: masking a message that has
to be played backwards to be heard. In psychology, backward
masking is atechnical term used since the sixties to mean
‘disruption of a stimulus by a second, similar stimulus which
closely followsit'.

History and Usage: Theidea of hiding a backward message on a
rock record was first tried by the Beatles as long ago as the

sixties, but the term backward masking only became widely known
during the early eighties as a result of attempts by Christian
fundamentalist groups to have the practice banned. They claimed
that a number of rock groups were including satanic messages on
their records using this technique, and that these messages had
asubliminal effect on the listener. In parts of the US,

legislation was passed in the mid eighties making warning

notices compulsory on all records carrying backward masking, and
by the early nineties one rock band had even been sued
(unsuccessfully) for compensation after two teenagers committed
suicide while listening to arecord said to contain hidden

messages.

In the last two years, Styx has been targeted by
fundamentalist religious groups for the ‘backward
masking' of satanic messages on its albums.

New York Times 27 Mar. 1983, section 2, p. 27
adjective (Y outh Culture)

In young people's slang, especialy among Blacksin the US:
excellent, spectacular, full of good qualities.

Etymology: A reversal of meaning: compare wicked and the
earlier use of evil in this sense.

History and Usage: This sense of bad originated among Black
Jazz musiciansin the US in the twenties and by the seventies
had spread into more general use among US Blacks. It was taken



up by the young in general during the eighties as afavourite
term of approval, especially preceded by the adverb well:
anything that was described as well bad had really gained the
highest accolade. Its use among White British youngstersis an
example of the spread of Black street slang as a cult language
in the late eighties, with the popularity of hip hop culture

etc. When used in this sense, bad has the degrees of comparison
badder and baddest rather than worse and worst.

We ran into some of the baddest chicks, man, we partied,
we had anice time.

Gene LeesMeet Me at Jim & Andy's (1988), p. 203

Roxanne Shante is quite simply the baddest sister
around, and teamed with Marley Marl at the mixing desk
sheis awesome.

Number One 8 Nov. 1989, p. 43
bad-mouth transitive verb Also written badmouth (People and Society)

In US slang (especially among Blacks): to abuse (someone)
verbally; to put down or ‘rubbish’ (a person or thing),
especially by malicious gossip.

Etymology: The verb comes from the Black slang expression bad
mouth (aliteral trandation of similar expressions in a number

of African and West Indian languages), which originally meant ‘a
curse or spell'.

History and Usage: The earliest use of bad-mouth asaverb in
print is an isolated wartime use by James Thurber in 1941,
although it was amost certainly in spoken use before this. By
the sixties it had become fairly common in US Black English, but
it was not until the late seventies that it acquired any

currency in British slang. In the eighties it started to appear

In respectable journalistic sources without quotation marks or
any other sign of slang status. The corresponding verbal noun
bad-mouthing is also common.

The dealing fraternity and the auctioneers, despite the
fact that they never cease bad-mouthing each other, are



mutually dependent.
The Times 16 Nov. 1981, p. 10

Jo-Anne was a bitter enemy who could be relied on to
bad-mouth her at every opportunity.

Pat Booth Palm Beach (1986), p. 180

bag people
plural noun (People and Society)

Homeless people who live on the streets and carry their
possessions in carrier bags.

Etymology: Formed by compounding (people whose main
characteristic is the bags they carry) after the model of bag

lady (see below). A tramp who carries his personal effectsin a
bag has been called a bagman in Australian English since the end
of the nineteenth century.

History and Usage: The earliest references to bag people come
from New Y ork City in the seventies, and are in the form bag
lady (sometimes written baglady) or shopping-bag lady; at that
time it was mostly elderly homeless women who piled their
belongings into plastic carrier bags and lived on the streets.

By the mid eighties both the phenomenon and the term had spread
to other US cities and to the UK, and sensitivity to sexist
language had produced bag person along with its plural form bag
people.

They even had a couple of black-clad bagladies sitting
silently on straight chairs by the door.

Martin Amis Money (1984), p. 105
Peterson saw The Avenue's funky charm and its cast of
misfits asinspirations for his painting. 'l like the

bag people and the alcoholics and the street people.'

Los Angeles Times (Ventura County edition) 12 May 1988,
section 9, p. 2



bagstuffer
noun (Business World) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A piece of promotional literature handed out to shoppersin the
streets or put into shopping bags at the checkout.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: these leaflets are usually
treated as so much waste paper with which to stuff one's bag.

History and Usage: The bagstuffer (originally called a
shopping-bag stuffer) was invented in the seventiesin the US as
avariation on the flyer. It became a widespread advertising

ploy in the eighties, despite environmentalists concern about
wasteful use of paper and the destruction of rainforests.

As the vote approaches, soda bottlers have begun airing
television commercials against it. Supermarkets have
opposed it through 'bagstuffer’ leafletsin their

stores.

New York Times 23 Apr. 1982, section B, p. 1

Y ou have to market your pharmacy to supermarket
customers through coupons and bagstuffers; to the
community through adsin flyers, and by offering free
Services.

Supermarket News 15 May 1989, p. 43
bailout noun Sometimes written bail-out (Business World)

Financial assistance given to afailing business or economy by a
government, bank, etc. so asto save it from collapse.

Etymology: The noun bailout is derived from the verbal phrase
bail out, which has a number of distinct meanings. In this case,
it is questionable whether it is afigurative use of the

nautical sense 'to throw water out of (a boat) so as to prevent

it from sinking' or the legal sense 'to get (a person) released
from custody by providing the money needed as security (bail)'.

History and Usage: The financial sense of bailout comes
originally from the US, where the practice was first written



about in the seventies. Bailouts occurred with increasing
frequency in other parts of the English-speaking world as the
eighties progressed and the economic climate became more
difficult even for large businesses; in the UK, though, the
Conservative government of the eighties opposed government
bailouts. The word bailout is often used attributively, with
another noun following, especially in bailout loan and bailout
plan.

Governments have to avoid protectionism, bailouts that
cannot work and subsidies just to keep industries alive.

Toronto Star 28 May 1986, section A, p. 16

The executive branch is collaborating with Congressin
putting part of the savings and loan bailout
‘off-budget’, thereby raising...the real cost of it.

Washington Post 1 Oct. 1989, section D, p. 7
Baker day noun (People and Society)

Colloquialy in the UK, any one of several daysin the normal
school year statutorily set aside for in-service training of
teachers and mainly intended as a preparation for teaching the
national curriculum.

Etymology: Named after Kenneth Baker, who was the Education
Secretary responsible for introducing them.

History and Usage: Compulsory in-service training for teachers
was introduced in 1987 as part of a drive towards greater
accountability in the teaching profession (see INSET); the five
days set aside during the school year 1987-8 to prepare for the
national curriculum had already been nicknamed Baker days by
children and teachers alike by early 1988. Baker days were
popular with children (for whom they meant an extra day off
school), but did not meet with universal approval from teachers
and parents.

A Leeds delegate told the conference...the Baker Days
were 'universally hated and resented' within staffrooms.



Daily Telegraph 18 Apr. 1990, p. 2
balance noun (Health and Fitness)

In the language of alternative or complementary medicine: a
harmonious relationship of body, mind, and spirit, which it is
claimed can only be achieved by treating the whole person.

Etymology: Balance has been used in the general figurative
sense of ‘equilibrium’ for several centuries (its original and
literal senseis'scale(s)’); the recent movement towards
therapies that take a holistic approach has meant that it is now
commonly applied in this context, often without further
explanation (not balance of anything, but ssmply balance).

History and Usage: Therise of alternative therapiesin general
from 'fringe’ to respectable complementary status during the
eighties brought this use of balance to public notice; in

particular, techniques such as biofeedback which aim to put the
patient more in touch with the natural rhythms of life and

increase self-awareness, as well as the growing New Age culture,
have stressed this concept of balance as a central precept for
health. This view has been further reinforced by the green
movement, with its emphasis on maintaining ecological balance so
as not to upset the natural rhythms there: human life and health
are seen as inextricably linked with the balance of nature as a
whole. Marketers and copywriters had noticed this development by
the middle of the eighties, and had begun using the word balance
liberally in descriptions of awide variety of products,

including food and drink, beauty preparations, etc.

This'holistic' perspective on the essence of healing
presents us with a practical challenge: How can we best
utilize the knowledge and services encompassed by
Western medicine while maintaining a 'healthstyle'
attuned to principles of order, balance, and
self-reliance?

Michael Blate Natural Healer's Acupressure Handbook
(1978), p. viii

The body is used as a source of ideas about 'wholeness,
‘balance’ and 'harmony’, involving both the body and the



mind...Nature is deduced from the hypothesis of the
instinct of the body for health. But health is only
found by discovering an inner balance and harmony.

Rosalind Coward The Whole Truth (1989; paperback ed.
1990), p. 32

balloon angioplasty

band

(Health and Fitness) see angioplasty
verb (Business World) (People and Society)

To arrange (pay scales, taxes, interest rates, etc.) in
graduated bands. Also as an adjective banded; noun banding.

Etymology: A figurative application of the sense of the verb
'to mark with bands or stripes’; the noun has long had a
corresponding figurative sense 'arange of values.

History and Usage: Although practised in areas such asincome
tax for along time, the principle of banding became topical
during the discussion of the community charge (' poll tax’) in
the UK in 1990, when pressure was put on the government to
introduce a banded rate based on people's ability to pay; the
new council tax proposed in 1991 included this feature. It was
also applied to a practice among some local authoritiesin the
UK of grouping children by ability, so asto ensure that all
schools got at least some of the brighter children.

This limited banding, which would need legidlation,
would be intended to respond to complaints about the
unfairness of the lump-sum tax.

Economist 31 Mar. 1990, p. 27

With Downing Street denying reports that Mrs Thatcher
had herself now accepted that the poll tax was unfair,
the Prime Minister has already rejected any plan for
‘banding' the tax.

Financial Times 28 Apr. 1990, section 1, p. 22

Band Aid (Music) (People and Society) see-Aid



bandog noun (People and Society)

bang

A fighting-dog specially bred for its strength and ferocity by
crossing aggressive breeds such as the American pit
bull-terrier, rottweiler, and various breeds of mastiff.

Etymology: The word bandog has existed in the English language
since the fifteenth century: originally, it was any dog that

had to be tied up to guard a house or because of its ferocity

(band in its historical sense 'fastening' combined with dog).

Its use was soon generalized to cover any ferocious dog (such as
amastiff or bloodhound); the practice of breeding these
cross-breeds for secret dog-fights has led to its being revived

and specialized in meaning.

History and Usage: The news that ferocious cross-breeds were
being produced and used in the UK both for illegal dog-fighting

and as away of keeping police at bay while other crimes were
committed was reported by the RSPCA in early 1990. Thisfollowed
public concern about a number of attacks on children by

rottweilers and other ferocious dogs which had become

increasingly popular as pets. Legislation in May 1991 ensured

that the most dangerous bandogs became banned dogs.

The Kennel Club said yesterday it would discipline any
member who rears bandogs--American pit bull terriers
crossed with rottweilers, mastiffs or Rhodesian
ridgebacks.

Daily Telegraph 8 Mar. 1990, p. 3

(Business World) see big bang

bankable adjective (Business World) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

Certain to bring in a profit; good for the box office (said of a
production which is sure to succeed or of a star whose name
alone will ensure the success of the venture).

Etymology: Formed by adding the adjectival suffix -able to
bank. The adjective bankable already existed in the sense
'receivable at a bank’; this show-business use rests on a pun,



in that the producer can bank on a profit which in turn can be
banked.

History and Usage: Bankable has been used in this sensein
Hollywood jargon since the fifties. During the seventies it
increasingly featured in popular magazine articles about
film-making and became popularized still further in the eighties
by wider reporting of the processes which precede the actual
making of afilm. Asthe Hollywood-style hype was applied to
other areas of the arts (writing, music, etc.), it became
commonplace to read about bankable namesin these fields as
well.

Sales of the chosen book may rocket. | say 'may’
deliberately because | am not so sure how bankable all
the shortlist are.

Bookseller 20 Oct. 1984, p. 1705

Becoming highly bankable, Allen discovered, meant
becoming instantly popular with incipient entrepreneurs.

New Y orker 29 Apr. 1985, p. 61
Barbour noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

Short for Barbour jacket, the trade mark of awell-known brand
of waxed jacket.

This autumn [the shop] is developing arather Sloane
country image due to the run on its Barbours and Cricket
jackets.

Financial Times 10 Sept. 1983, section 1, p. 13

The Seventies brought introspection, and the fashion of
'me’ emerged in the Thatcher Eighties. In 1989, clad in
designer clothes and Barbour jacket, the student
programmed a Filofax to ensure that no problems would
frustrate the quest for that coveted job in the City.

The Times 20 Jan. 1990, p. 36



bar-code noun and verb Also written barcode or bar code (Business World)
(Science and Technology)

noun: A machine-readable code consisting of a series of lines
(bars) and spaces of varying width, used for stock control on
goods for sale, library books, etc.

transitive verb: To label (goods, etc.) with a bar-code.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: a code based on the width of
bars.

History and Usage: The bar-code was invented as long ago as the
early sixties and was quite widely used by public libraries for
their book-issuing systems by the mid seventies. The code hasto
be 'read’, and in the early days this was usually done using a

light pen. With the introduction of computerized tills and EPOS
during the eighties, bar-codes became seemingly ubiquitous on
goods of al kinds, and avariety of types of bar-code reader

could be seen (and heard bleeping) at the tills. By the early
nineties the bar-code had been put to more inventive uses still:
television-programme magazines published them on their pages so
that videos could be programmed direct from the code, and
scientists used them to label the subjects of their experiments

(in one case, bar-codes were stuck to the hairs on the backs of
hundreds of bees). The adjective used to describe goods which
carry abar-code is bar-coded; the practice of providing goods
with them is bar-coding.

Bar-code reader...comes with a sheet of bar codes...Y ou
set the timer by running the reader over the appropriate
bar codes for day, time and channel required.

Which? Sept. 1989, p. 450

The electronic supermarket check-out, which bleeped and
flashed up the cost of items taken from the bar codes on
the packets, also warranted some attention.

Good Food Jan./Feb. 1990, p. 26

basically adverb



In short, putting it bluntly, actually. (Usually in speech and
often used at the beginning of a sentence or clause.)

Etymology: A weakened sense of the adverb, which originally
meant 'essentially, fundamentally, at root'. The weakening
arises as much from the way in which the word is used (a
‘sentence’ adverb) as from the context; the result isaword
which in most cases is redundant, adding nothing to the sense
and simply giving the speaker time to think. Purists object to

it in much the same way as they do to hopefully used at the
beginning of a clause.

History and Usage: Although it had been in use in speech for
some decades, it only became really fashionable to use basically
in this almost meaningless way during the late seventies, when
it took over from actually as afavourite 'filler'. The fashion
may have been reinforced by the increased influence of the
recorded television interview: the interviewee, anxious to reply
succinctly enough to be sure of having the whole answer
broadcast but also wanting to make it clear that this was not

all that could be said on the subject, would prefix the reply
with basically. Whether or not it once had a legitimate purpose,
basically used in this way fast became a clich, and passed from
spoken English into the written language as well.

I'm not political, you know, basically | don't know the
first thing about politics or economics or all that
L SE-type crap, despite what you think.

Stephen Gray Time of Our Darkness (1988), p. 142

'‘Basically | got served off the court,' she admitted.
‘She served unbelievably well. | couldn't get the ball
back in that last set.’

Guardian 10 July 1989, p. 15

In afew cases, Western women who were told to report
with their husbands to pick up their exit visas had to
watch the men taken away by security officials,
presumably adding to Saddam's human shield. "They
basically traded the husband for the visa,' said a
Western diplomat.



Washington Post 2 Sept. 1990, section A, p. 1
basuco Also written basuko, bazuco, or bazuko noun (Drugs)

A cheap, impure form of cocaine, made by mixing coca paste with
avariety of other substances, which is extremely addictive when
smoked for its stimulant effects.

Etymology: A Colombian Spanish word; perhaps connected with
Spanish basura 'sweepings, waste' (since the drug is made from
the waste products of refined cocaine) or with bazucar 'to shake
violently'. Another suggestion isthat there have actually been
two stages of borrowing here: first the English weapon-name
bazooka was borrowed into Spanish, then it was applied
figuratively to the drug (with its explosive effect), and

finally the word was re-borrowed into English in adlightly
altered form.

History and Usage: Basuco is the South American equivalent of
crack, and has been smoked in Latin American countries for some
time. The drug first appeared in the English-speaking world in
the mid eighties and at first was also known as little devil or
Suzuki, but basuco now seems to be its established name.

There'sabig internal market; alot of coke and basuko
used by the street boys.

Charles Nicholl The Fruit Palace (1985), p. 67

Police and drug enforcement agencies[in Florida]
believed basuco had the potential to create a bigger
problem than crack...The cost of using basuco was as
little as $1 a dose.

Courier-Mail (Brisbane) 15 Dec. 1986, p. 6

While it takes two years of regular cocaine use to
become addicted, it takes only afew weeks to become
hooked on bazuko, a mind-blowing mix of coca base,
marijuana and tobacco containing such impurities as
petrol, ether and even sawdust.



The Times 14 Sept. 1987, p. 10
battlebus noun (Politics)

A bus used as a mobile centre of operations by a politician
during an election campaign.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: a bus in which one goesinto
battle, figuratively speaking.

History and Usage: The battlebus was a feature of the British
genera election campaign fought by the Liberal-SDP Alliancein
1983; the buses even bore the name battlebus on their sides. By
the time of the next general election in 1987, the battlebus had
become an established feature of € ection campaigning and was
used by other parties as well.

She said the message to Mrs Thatcher from the
by-election was loud and clear: 'It'stime to go.' Then,
taking her own advice, she zoomed off in the Sylvia Heal
Battlebus for alightning victory lap around the
constituency.

Financial Times 24 Mar. 1990, p. 1

bazuco, bazuko
(Drugs) see basuco

2.2 beat box...

beat box noun Also written beat-box or beatbox (Music) (Y outh Culture)

In colloquial use among musicians, a drum machine (an electronic
device for producing avariety of drum-beats and percussion
sounds as backing for music or rapping: see rap); hence a style

of music with athrobbing electronic drum-beat which often also
accompanies interludes of rapping. Also, another name for a
ghetto blaster.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: a box which produces the
beat.



History and Usage: The beat box, which is essentially a
percussion synthesizer, became a popular aternative to the
conventional drum kit during the early eighties, when
synthesized sounds in general opened up new possibilities for
many bands. It was really the increased popularity of rap and
its spread outside the Black music scene that led to the
development of adistinct style of music called beat box by the
mid eighties. A beat box is an expensive piece of equipment, so
it is perhaps not surprising that some youngsterstried to

imitate the sound without actually using a beat box; thisled to
the development of a new action noun beatboxing, the activity of
making percussion noises like those of abeat box using only
one's mouth and body.

How do you compare an album like that to...the sparse
beat-box music and intensely engaging call-and-response
served up by today's leading rap group, Run-D.M.C.?
New York Times 9 Jan. 1985, section C, p. 14

Booming out of beat boxes on the street and bounced to
in aerobics classes, the 'Big' beat sounds like the next
equal-play anthem for American women.

Washington Post 19 Mar. 1985, section C, p. 1

They usurp rap and beatbox, scratching their own
frequently wild guitar marks on top.

Q Mar. 1989, p. 72

Beaujolais Nouveau
noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

Beaujolais wine that is sold while still in the first year of a
vintage.

Etymology: French for 'new Beaujolais.

History and Usage: Beaujolais Nouveau was made commercially
availablein the early seventies, and, although it had been

allowed no time to mature and in conseguence struck some
wine-lovers as very acidic, it proved an instant success. Its



becu

bell

popularity led to the development of a new sport in the hotel

and catering world: the race to be the first to have the new

year's vintage in stock. Some wine bars and restaurants even

went to the lengths of having stocks flown in by helicopter so
asto pip others at the post. As the eighties progressed,

signboards saying 'The Beaujolais Nouveau has arrived' became a
common sight on pavements outside these places in mid November.
Beaujolais Primeur (literally ‘early-season Beaujolais) isthe
correct term for Beaujolais sold during the first few months of

the vintage (from mid November until the end of January), and is
sometimes used interchangeably with Beaujolais Nouveau, but
Beaujolais Nouveau is much better known in English.

A wine shipper telephoned that he'd reserved me fifty
cases of Beaujolais Nouveau for November 15th...I never
waited for the Nouveau to be delivered but fetched it
myself.

Dick Francis Proof (1984), p. 76
(Business World) see ecu
noun

In the British colloquia phrase give (someone) a bell: to ring
(someone) up, to contact by telephone.

Etymology: A variation on the theme of give (someone) aring
and give (someone) atinkle, phrases which go back to the
thirties.

History and Usage: Although probably in usein spoken British
English for some time, this phrase did not start to appear in

print until the early eighties. When it did start to spread it

was perhaps under the influence of such television series as

Only Fools and Horses and Minder (both of which popularized the
working-class speech of London's East End). Certainly at about
that time it became a popular phrase in the youth pressas a

less formal way of saying 'ring up'. Itiscuriousthat it

should have caught on in thisway at atime when fewer and fewer
telephones actually had bells; during the eighties telephone

bells were largely replaced by electronic tones, warbles,

chirps, etc.



DJ Sammon gave me a bell and wrote me aletter (thorough
chap) about his shows.

Rave! 6 Mar. 1990, p. 18

bells and whistles
noun phrase (Science and Technology)

In colloquial use in computing, additional facilitiesin a
system, program, etc. which help to make it commercially
attractive but are often not really essential; gimmicks.

Etymology: An alusion to the old fairground organs, with their
multiplicity of bells and whistles; the bells of a computer are
actually arange of electronic bleeps.

There are more than 600 microsystems on the market so it
Is hardly surprising that the manufacturers have taken

to hanging afew bells and whistles on to their machines
to get them noticed.

Sunday Times 26 Aug. 1984, p. 49

belly-bag, belt-bag
(Lifestyle and Leisure) see bum-bag and fanny pack

best before date
noun phrase (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A date marked on afood package (usually preceded by the words
'best before') to show the latest time by which the contents can
be used without risk of deterioration.

Etymology: Formed by combining the statutory words best before
with date: the date before which the food isin best condition.

History and Usage: The use of best before dates was codified in
the UK in 1980, when new food labelling regulations stipul ated
that perishable foods should carry some indication of their
durability including the words best before and a date; very
perishable foods must carry a sell-by date or some other
indication of the shelf-life of the product within the store.



After outbreaks of salmonella poisoning and listeriosis at the
end of the eighties, it was felt that for high-risk perishables

best before was a rather ambiguous label, suggesting that the
goods would be best consumed before the date given but could
safely be eaten for some time afterwards (whereas in some cases
this would actually have been quite dangerous). Thisled to the
wider use of an unambiguous use-by date on foods most likely to
causeillnessif stored too long. The best before date has now
become so commonplace that it has acquired afigurative use
among City personnel: one's best before date is the age beyond
which one will be considered past one's best by prospective
employers.

Date marking is now required on most pre-packed foods
(with afew exceptions, such as frozen foods, wine and
vinegar) unless they have a shelf-life of at least 18
months... Thisis expressed as either a best before date
(day, month, year) [etc.]

Maurice Hanssen The New E for Additives (1987), p. 17

Their colleagues in Eurobond dealing and corporate
finance have 'sell by' and 'best before' dates (in most
jobs, at age 35) as career markers.

Observer 29 Mar. 1987, p. 51
Betamax noun (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Science and Technology)

The trade mark of one of the two standard formats for video and
videotapes; also abbreviated to Beta.

Etymology: The nameis not (as popularly supposed) derived from
the Greek |etter name beta, but from the Japanese word beta-beta
‘al over' and English max (short for maximum: see max);
however, the inventors were making conscious and deliberate use
of the pun with Greek betato create an English-sounding product
name.

History and Usage: The first home-video systems were devel oped
by Sony in the sixties; the immediate predecessor of the Betamax
was the U-Matic, developed in the late sixties. In order to

create a smaller machine using smaller tapes, a new method of



recording was invented for the Betamax, known as beta or 'al

over' recording because it did away with the tape structure of

guard bands and empty spaces which had previously been employed,
and instead used the whole area of the tape. The Sony Betamax
video system was first available in the mid seventies, but at

first it was not possible to buy pre-recorded cassettesin this

format. However, the policy soon changed and by the mid
eighties video rental had become an important market in which

two formats competed: Betamax and VHS. VHS eventually became
the standard format for home video, although Betacam, a

derivative of Betamax, is used for television news-gathering
worldwide.

If you plan to watch alot of pre-recorded films...there
may be difficulties getting a wide choice on Beta; VHS
versions are much more common.

What Video Dec. 1986, p. 95

When Betamax was introduced, our first task wasto help
people understand why video systems were important in
the home...We beat our brains, and finally came up with
the phrase 'Time Shift'. We were explaining the
concept...all over the world with such catch phrases as;
'For thefirst time, the world of TV isin your hands

with Betamax', or 'Look at your TV just likea
magazine'.

Sony Corporation Betamax 15th Anniversary (1990), p. 8
beta test noun and verb (Science and Technology)

noun: A test of an experimental product (such as computer
software), carried out by an outside organization after alpha
testing by the developer (see alphatest) is complete.
transitive verb: To submit (a product) to a beta test.
Etymology: Formed by compounding. Beta, the second letter of
the Greek alphabet, has long been used to denote the second in a

series; the betatest is the second test, carried out only after
successful aphatesting.



History and Usage: For history see aphatest. A person whose
job isto test software in this way for a separate developer is

a beta-tester; the processis known as beta testing and the
product at this stage of development is the beta-test version.

Problem solving together with alpha and beta testing of
new products require a minimum of 2 years experience.

The Times 21 Mar. 1985, p. 39

2.3 bhangra

bhangra noun and adjective Also written Bhangra (Music) (Y outh Culture)

noun: A style of popular music mainly intended for dancing to,
which fuses elements of Punjabi folk music with features of
Western rock and disco music.

adjective: Belonging to this style of music or the subculture
surrounding it.

Etymology: A direct borrowing from Punjabi bhangra, a
traditional Punjabi folk dance associated with harvest.

History and Usage: Bhangramusic originated in the Asian
community in the UK in the early eighties, when pop musicians
with a Punjabi ethnic background started to experiment with
Westernized versions of their parents musical traditions. At
first it was only performed for Asian audiences, but by the end
of the eighties had attracted a more general following. Itis
sometimes called bhangra beat.

Thiswas not the middle of afeverish Saturday night,

but a Wednesday mid-afternoon excursion for devotees of
the Bhangra beat, the rhythm of the Punjabi pop...An up
and coming group...turned in a performance which set the
seemingly incompatible rhythmic stridency of funk and
Bhangra dance to a compulsive harmony.

Independent 30 June 1987, p. 12

Thisisabhangra'all-dayer', part of a booming



sub-culture that has sprung up around an English-born
hybrid of Punjabi folk and Western rock music.

Sunday Telegraph Magazine 22 May 1988, p. 36

2.4 bicycle moto-cross...

bicycle moto-cross
(Lifestyle and Leisure) (Youth Culture) see BMX

big bang noun Frequently written Big Bang (Business World)

In financial jargon, the deregulation of the Stock Exchangein
London on 27 October 1986. Hence, any far-reaching reform.

Etymology: Big bang literally means'agreat explosion' and
has been used since the forties to refer especially to the

theory that the universe was formed as a result of asingle huge
explosion. Since the deregulation was to involve several
significant changes in trading practices which would all be
introduced at once, the whole process was likened to this
explosive supposed moment of creation.

History and Usage: The deregulation of the Stock Exchange
resulted from arestrictive practices suit brought by the Office

of Fair Trading against the Stock Exchange in 1978; this case

was dropped after the Stock Exchange agreed, in 1983, to do away
with minimum commissions. However, the abolition of these made
it difficult for the Stock Exchange to maintain the distinction
between stockbrokers and stock-jobbers, and it became clear that
further changes would be needed. The term big bang was in use
from about that time, as financiers discussed the respective

merits of a phased introduction of the changes and a big bang
approach. The main areas of change were the creation of asingle
category of broker-dealer to replace stockbrokers and
stock-jobbers, the admission of institutions as members, and the
introduction of a new electronic dealing system known as SEAQ
(Stock Exchange Automatic Quotation System). Bigbangis
sometimes used without a preceding article (‘after Big Bang',

etc.); it is also sometimes abbreviated to bang, especialy in
post-bang, an adjective meaning 'belonging to the period after

big bang'. Since the London big bang, the term has also been



used in atransferred sense, for example in discussions of EMU®,
with reference to economic reformsin Eastern Europe, and even
to describe the new financial basis of the Health Servicein the
UK.

In the wake of the City's Big Bang, American and
Japanese banks are chasing each other to occupy the few
high-tech buildings.

City Limits 19 Feb. 1987, p. 10

L ess than three months after Big Bang, the start of the
Solidarity-led government's package of strict austerity
and radical market reforms, Poland isin ruins.

Economist 24 Mar. 1990, p. 65

The scale of the 'big bang' reflects the Government's
determination to push through far-reaching health
reforms.

Sunday Express 16 Sept. 1990, p. 5
See adso market maker
bike noun

In the British slang phrase on your bike (frequently written on
yer bike): go away, push off, get away with you. Also, get on
with it, 'pull your finger out'.

Etymology: Originally a Cockney expression and typically
graphic: the hearer should 'push off', and, in order to get away
faster, should pedal, too.

History and Usage: Although amost certainly in spoken use

since the early sixties, the phrase on your bike did not start

appearing in print at all frequently until the eighties, when it

suddenly became a fashionable insult. It was probably made the

more popular by a speech which Norman Tebbit (then UK Employment
Secretary) made at the Conservative Party Conference in October

1981, pointing out that his father had not rioted in the 1930s

when unemployed, but had 'got on his bike and looked for work'.



This speech was a so the cause of some confusion in the meaning
of the phrase: whereas before it had always been aruder (but

not obscene) way of telling someone to push off or indicating
that you did not believe aword of what they were saying (the
sensesin which it continued to be used by those in the know),

it was now taken up by the press as a favourite clich, to be

used in stories about anyone who was unemployed, and acquired
the secondary meaning 'get on with it, make an effort’. Inthis
secondary sense it is sometimes used as an adjectival phrase
rather than an exclamation, to describe the attitude which
Tebbit's remark betrayed.

Thefirst ever Tory prime minister who truly believesin
pull-yoursel ves-up-by-your-bootlaces, she wants upwardly
mobile, self-helping, on-yer-bike meritocrats.

Financial Times 12 Sept. 1984, p. 24

On your bike Jake, | said, thisjoke has gone far
enough.

Punch 16 Oct. 1985, p. 44

'‘Wally son, it's Pim." 'On your bike. Pim's doing five
in Durham.’

Tom Barling The Smoke (1986), p. 115
Billygate (Politics) see -gate
bimbo noun (People and Society)

In media slang, an attractive but unintelligent young woman
(especialy one who has an affair with a public figure); a sexy
female airhead.

Etymology: Thiswas originally adirect borrowing from Italian
bimbo 'little child, baby'. The word wasin use in Englishin
other senses before this one devel oped (see below); in al of
them the original Italian meaning has been lost, but in this

case there may be some connection with the use of baby for a
girlfriend, and possibly some influence from dumbo as well.



History and Usage: Bimbo first came into English in the early
twenties, when it was used on both sides of the Atlantic

(although mainly in the US) as a contemptuous term for a person
of either sex; ironically, P. G. Wodehouse wrote in the forties
about 'bimbos who went about the place making passes at innocent
girls after discarding their wives. By the end of the twenties

it had devel oped the more specific sense of a stupid or 'loose
woman, especially a prostitute. During 1987, bimbo started to
enjoy anew vogue in the media, this time without the

implication of prostitution: journalists claimed that the bimbo
was epitomized by young women who were prepared to 'kiss and
tell', ending their affairs with the rich and famous by selling

their stories to the popular press. In the US bimbos cost
politicians their careers; Britain also had its own 'battle of

the bimbos' in 1988, when the affairs of certain rich men were
exposed and the lifestyle of the bimbo was discussed in court.
The word started to acquire derivatives. ateenage bimbo came
to be known as a bimbette and a male bimbo as a bimboy (but see
also himbo), while having an affair with a bimbo was even
described as bimbology in one paper.

In the strict sense the bimbo exists on the fringes of
pornography, and some cynics might say she has the
mental capacity of aminor kitchen appliance.

Independent 23 July 1988, p. 5

A gathering of playboys just wasn't a party unless there
was at least one...scantily clad bimbette swimming
around in a bathtub of shampoo.

Arena Autumn/Winter 1988, p. 157

Actor Rob Lowe was at the Cannes Film Festival,
expressing frustration with his reputation as the Brat
Pack's leading bimboy.

People 5 June 1989, p. 79

Still, Smith, and Gans are not bimbos and understandably

bristle at accusations that they are chatty-cathies for
their white male superiors.



bio-

New Y ork Woman Nov. 1989, p. 60

combining form (Environment) (Health and Fitness) (Science and
Technology)

Part of the words biology and biological, widely used as the
first element of compounds relating to biology or biotechnology;
frequently used as a shortened form of biological(ly).

Etymology: Formed by abbreviating biology and biological; in
both words this part is ultimately derived from Greek bios
'life.

History and Usage: Compounds relating to 'life' have been
formed on bio- in English for over three centuries, and even the
ancient Greeks used it as a combining form. During the second
half of the twentieth century, however, advancesin
biotechnology and the increasing interest in green issues caused
aproliferation in popular language of compounds in these aress,
alongside the continuing use of bio- in scientific terminology.
Like eco-, bio- was particularly productive in the late sixties

and early seventies, and many of the compounds which had been
well known then came back into fashion during the eighties,
often undergoing further development. The development of
plastics and other synthetic products which were biodegradable,
that is, those that would decompose spontaneously and hence not
become an environmental hazard, led during the eighties to the
verb biodegrade. Biomass, originally abiologists term for the
total amount of organic material in agiven region, was later

also used of fuel derived from such matter (also called biofuel,
or, in the case of the mixture of methane and other gases
produced by fermenting biologica waste, biogas; this was burnt
to produce what became known as bioenergy). By contrast,
biofeedback, the conscious control of one's body by 'willing'
readings on instruments (such as heart-rate monitors) to change,
reappeared in the eighties as one of the techniques used in
autogenic training. Computer scientists continued to specul ate
that micro-organisms could be devel oped that would function like
the simple logic circuits of conventional microelectronics, thus
paving the way for biocomputing with biochips. Biological
warfare, amore disturbing application of biotechnology, became
sufficiently familiar to be abbreviated as biowar. Concern about
the effect of even peaceful technology on the biosphere (the



component of the environment consisting of living things) was
expressed in the philosophy of biocentrism, in which al life,
rather than just humanity, is viewed as important (much asin
Gaiatheory). Direct and sometimes violent opposition to such
aspects of biological research as animal experimentation and
genetic engineering was organized by biofundamentalists (see
also animalist® and fundie). As aresult of the Green

Revolution, the public was made more aware of the threat posed
by intensive cultivation of particular speciesto biodiversity,

the richness of variety of the biosphere.

Towards the end of the decade bio- began to be used
indiscriminately wherever it had the slightest relevance, either
frivolously or because of its advertising potential (just as
biological had once been a glamorous epithet for washing
powder). The prefix is sometimes even used as a free-standing
adjective in this sense, meaning little more than 'biologically
acceptable’. Examples include biobeer, biobottom (an
‘eco-friendly nappy cover'), bio house, bio home, bioloo,
bioprotein, and bio yoghurt.

The term bio-chip, coined only about four years ago,
already means different things to different people. In
the United States, where the word arose, researchers
generaly useit to refer to chipsin which the silicon
transistors would be replaced by single protein-like
molecules. Such amolecule could be stable in one of at
least two different forms of...charge distribution,
depending on its external environment. But some
scientists, particularly in Europe, now seem to use
bio-chip more widely to refer to any 'smart’ system
small enough to interact with a cell.

The Age (Melbourne) 28 Nov. 1983, p. 5

Even medical insurance companies are now beginning to
recognize the value of a veritable A-to-Z of 'holistic'
therapies..., including acupuncture, biofeedback and
chiropractic.

John Elkington & Julia Hailes The Green Consumer Guide
(1988; paperback ed. 1989), p. 260



The bio-diversity campaign is an attempt to bring the
seriousness of the global situation to the attention of
peoplein al walks of life.

The Times 31 Mar. 1989, p. 5

German architect Joachim Ebler has designed arange of
'bio homes'...The buildings are made with timbers from
sustainable sources and are not treated with chemical
preservatives.

Green Magazine Oct. 1989, p. 14

Therapeutic properties...are ascribed to the presence of
the live lactic acid bacteria, particularly in the
bio-yoghurts, said to promote the friendly bacteriain
the gut which can be affected by the overuse of
antibiotics.

Healthy Eating Feb./Mar. 1990, p. 37

The 43-year-old Californian has chosen to have a second
child because her teenage daughter has leukaemia and
will die without atransplant of bone
marrow...Biofundamentalists claim emotively that she
wants to use the baby as 'a spare part'...Bone marrow
will be extracted for implanting into her 17-year-old
Sister.

Daily Telegraph 9 Apr. 1990, p. 16

biotechnol ogy
noun (Science and Technology)

The branch of technology concerned with the use of living
organisms (usually micro-organisms) in industrial, medical, and
other scientific processes.

Etymology: Formed from the combining form bio- and technology.
History and Usage: Micro-organisms are capable of carrying out

many chemical and physical processes which it is not possible or
economic to duplicate: varieties of cheese and wine, for



example, are given their distinctive flavours and appearances by
the action of bacteria and fungi, and antibiotics such as
penicillin could originally only be produced from cultures of
particular micro-organisms. During the seventies and eighties
the increasing sophistication of genetic engineering, in
particular recombinant DNA technology, made it possible for a
biotechnologist to 'customize’ micro-organisms capabl e of
producing important or useful substances on alarge scale.
Insulin, interferon, and various hormones and antibodies have
been produced by this method, as well as foodstuffs such as
mycoprotein. Strains of bacteriawhich digest oil spills and
toxic wastes have also been developed. The commercia importance
of biotechnology was recognized in 1980 when the US Supreme
Court ruled that such genetically engineered micro-organisms
could be patented: during the eighties a number of firms
appeared which specialized in the manufacture of substances by
these means. Such a businessis known as a biotech company or
biotech. The potential of these companies as investments was
recognized in 1982 by the editors of the science journal Nature,
who began publishing performance statistics for the stocks of
some representative US companies operating in the field.

Conventional brewing and wine making are not usually
regarded as biotechnology but many other fermentation
processes are.

The Times 9 June 1983, p. 22

To an extent, the biotech companies have taken over from
the high-techs as the main vehicle for investors 'risk’
dollars.

Courier-Mail (Brisbane) 30 June 1986, p. 28

A biotechnologist in London has found away to make the
natural stimulant which triggers the 'immune system' of
plants.

New Scientist 23 June 1988, p. 48

2.5 black economy...



black economy
noun (Business World)

The underground economy of earnings which are not declared for
tax purposes, etc.

Etymology: Formed by applying the black of black market to the
economy.

History and Usage: The black economy was first so named at the
end of the seventies, when it was revealed that undeclared
earnings accounted for an increasing proportion of the national
income in several Western countries. The trend continued
throughout the eighties.

Part-time jobs have tended to be filled either by new
entrants to the workforce, or in the 'black economy'--by
people on the dole who do not declare their earnings.

The Times 24 June 1985, p. 17

Black Monday
(Business World)

In the colloquial language of the stock-market, the day of the

world stock-market crash which began in New Y ork on Monday 19
October 1987 and resulted in great fallsin the values of stocks

and shares on all the world markets.

Etymology: Any day of the week on which something awful happens
can be given the epithet black; the name Black Monday had, in

fact, already been used over the centuries for a number of

Mondays, notably (since the fourteenth century) for Easter

Monday. Black Tuesday was aterm already in use on Wall Street

to refer to Tuesday 29 October 1929, the worst day of the

original Wall Street crash.

History and Usage: Within days of the dramatic drop in share
prices which started in New Y ork and sent panic all over the

world, the financial press was describing the event as Black
Monday. The crash had important economic consequences in several
countries, so Black Monday is likely to remain a meaningful
financial nickname for some time.



The Dow Jones, once up 712 points for the year, drops
508 points on Black Monday. Paper |osses total $500
billion.

Life Fall 1989, p. 28

Many institutions and individual investors have shied
away from stock-index futures, blaming them for speeding
the stock market crash on Black Monday two years ago.

Wall Street Journal 17 Oct. 1989, section C, p. 29
See a'so meltdown
black tar noun (Drugs)

In the slang of drug users, an exceptionally pure and potent
form of heroin from Mexico. Also known more fully as black-tar
heroin or abbreviated to tar.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: thisform of heroin is dark
(black) in colour and has the consistency of tar; tar had also
been a slang word for opium since the thirties.

History and Usage: Black tar first became known under this
name to drug enforcement officialsin Los Angelesin 1983
(though it may in fact be the same thing as black stuff, slang

for brown Mexican heroin since the late sixties); its abuse had
become a serious and widespread problem in various parts of the
US by 1986. It is made and distributed only from opium-poppy
crops in Mexico using a process which makesit at the same time
very pure and relatively cheap. Black tar has alarge number of
other slang names, including those listed in the Economist
guotation given below.

DEA officials blame the low price of 'black tar' for
forcing down other heroin prices, causing the nation's
first general increase in overal heroin use in more
than five years.

Capital Spotlight 17 Apr. 1986, p. 22



Black tar, also known as bugger, candy, dogfood,
gumball, Mexican mud, peanut butter and tootsie
roll...started in Los Angeles and has since spread to 27
states...What makes black tar heroin unique isthat it
has a single, foreign source--Mexico--and finds its way
into Mexican-American distribution networks, often via
illegal immigrants.

Economist 7 June 1986, p. 37

blanked adjective (Y outh Culture)

blip

In young people's slang: ignored, cold-shouldered, out on a
limb.

Etymology: Thisis presumably afigurative use: a person who is
blanked apparently no longer exists--he or she might aswell be
ablank space.

History and Usage: This usage seems to have originated as a

verb blank (someone or something) in the world of crime several
decades ago (compare blank out, meaning literally 'to rub out’).
Asaverb it was apparently used by both criminals and

policemen; in his book The Guvnor (1977), Gordon F. Newman uses
it several times, for example 'He also blanked Scotch Pat's next
suggestion, about calling a couple of girls.' It has only

recently emerged as an adjective among young people.

Are you blanked? Safe? Or lame?
New Statesman 16 Feb. 1990, p. 12
noun and verb (Business World)

noun: A temporary movement in statistics (usually in an
unexpected or unwelcome direction); hence any kind of temporary
problem or hold-up; a'hiccup'.
intransitive verb: (Of figures, as on agraph etc.) torise
suddenly; (of abusiness, an economic indicator, etc.) to suffer

atemporary 'hiccup'.

Etymology: A figurative use of an existing sense of blip in



radar: the small bump on afinancia graph which represents the
temporary change looks rather like the apparent rise and fall of
the blip asit appears on the even trace on aradar screen.

History and Usage: Blip started to be used figuratively in
thisway, particularly in economics and finance, during the
seventies. In the UK it was largely limited to economic or
business jargon until September 1988, when Nigel Lawson, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was widely quoted as having
announced that a significant increase in the Retail Price Index
was to be regarded only as a 'temporary blip' and not asasign
that the government's anti-inflation policies were failing.

After this, the word became fashionable in the British press and
it was common to find it applied more widely, outside the field
of finance, to any temporary problem. As was the case with Mr
Lawson, it is not unusual to find that the person who describes
asudden change as a blip is not yet in a position to know
whether it will, in the end, prove to be only temporary. This
adds a certain euphemistic tinge to the usage.

Nigel Lawson's dilemmais the Conservative Party's al so.
Isthe first tremor on its happy political landscape
merely 'ablip’, as the Chancellor has called the storm
that has gradually engulfed him?

Listener 2 Mar. 1989, p. 10

Prices moved higher during overnight trading, and
blipped a shade higher still following the release of
the G.N.P. figures.

New York Times 27 Apr. 1989, section D, p. 19

2.6 BMX.

BMX  abbreviation (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Youth Culture)

Short for bicycle moto-cross, a sport involving organized
cycle-racing and stunt-riding on a dirt track. Also applied to
the particular style of sturdy, manoeuvrable cycle used for
this.



Etymology: Theinitial letters of Bicycle and Moto-, with X
representing the word cross.

History and Usage: BMX developed inthe USin the late
seventies, when youngsters pressed for special tracks where they
could race each other on their bikes without interfering with
normal road traffic or pedestrians. It quickly became popular in
several countries, and, by the mid eighties, ownership of a
distinctive BMX bike had become a status symbol among young
people, whether or not they actually intended to take part in

the sport. The main characteristics of the cycles are their
manoeuvrability (making possible some very daring stuntsin
freestyle BMX), small colourful wheels, and brightly-coloured
protective pads fixed on the tubular frame. A wide variety of
other BM X merchandise (such as racing suits, helmets, and
gloves) became available during the eighties as manufacturers
cashed in on the popularity--and the dangers--of the sport. By
the end of the eighties, organized BMX on tracks had waned,
although the bikes and stunts remained popular.

Danny and the Mongoose Team promote the 'fastest growing
youth sport in the country'--BM X bike racing--with a
singlecaled 'BMX Boys.
Sounds 3 Dec. 1983, p. 6
Up on the far top corner of camp liesthe BMX track. A
very fast downhill track with four turns and
jumps...adds up to afun and competitive track.
BMX Plus! Sept. 1990, p. 36
2.7 boardsailing...
boardsailing
noun Also written board sailing or board-sailing (Lifestyle and
Leisure)

Another (more official) name for windsurfing.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: sailing on aboard.



History and Usage: The name boardsailing was first used in the
US at the very beginning of the eighties for a water sport which
had devel oped out of surfing, involving aboard (a sailboard)
similar to a surfboard but using wind in asmall sail rather

than waves for its power. The sport developed during the
seventies and at first was also known as sailboarding.
Particularly since it became an Olympic demonstration sport in
1983, it has been known officially as boardsailing, although
most people probably know it colloquialy as windsurfing. A
person who practises this sport is known as a boardsailor or
boardsailer (officially, that is. sailboarder and windsurfer

also exist!).

A more contentious point is whether HRH and his fellow
enthusiasts are wind surfers, sailboarders, boardsailers
or simply bored sailors.

Daily Mail 9 Apr. 1981, p. 39

After scoring seven firstsin as many pre-Olympic
boardsailing regattas this year,...Penny Way isfast
becoming Britain's hottest Olympic hopeful.

The Times 8 June 1990, p. 42

body mousse
(Lifestyle and Leisure) see mousse®

body-popping
noun Also written body popping or bodypopping (Lifestyle and
Leisure) (Youth Culture)

A style of urban street dancing featuring jerky robotic
movements, made to music with a disco beat; abbreviated in
street slang to popping.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: the popping part is probably
areference to the jerkiness of the dance's movementsin

response to the popping beat of the music, which is reminiscent

of the electronic bleeps of a computer monitor. There may also

be some influence from West Indian English poppy-show ‘an
ostentatious display’ (itself ultimately related to puppet

show). Certainly theideais to perform mechanical movements



like those of arobot or doll, punctuated by a machine-gun
rhythm.

History and Usage: Body-popping devel oped on the streets of
Los Angelesin the late seventies and became popular in other US
cities, especially among teenagers in the Bronx area of New

Y ork, by the early eighties. Along with break-dancing, with
which it gradually merged to become one of the styles of street
dancing contributing to hip hop culture, body-popping proved to
be one of the most important dance crazes of the decade. By the
middle of the eightiesit had spread throughout the
English-speaking world, and crews of dancers (both Black and
White) had been formed in the UK and elsewhere. The verb (body-)
pop and agent noun (body-) popper date from about the same time
as body-popping.

The Pop is very characteristic of the Electric Boogie.
Because of the popping nature of Breakdance music, your
Boogie will be fresh if you can Pop with al your moves.
It isasif the music were Popping you.

Mr Fresh with the Supreme Rockers Breakdancing (1984),
p. 68

Kids on the rough, tough streets of the Bronx used to
beat each other up until they began to have battlesin
‘break dancing' and 'body popping'.

The Times 2 Feb. 1985, p. 9

'‘What's the difference between breaking and popping?
"When they popping, they be waving, you know, doing
their hands and stuff like that. When they breaks, they
spins on the floor, be going around.’

American Speech Spring 1989, p. 32

body-scanner
noun (Health and Fitness) (Science and Technology)

A scanning X-ray machine which uses computer technology to
produce cross-sectional pictures (tomographs) of the body's
internal state from a series of X-ray pictures.



Etymology: Formed by compounding: a scanner which produces
pictures of the whole body.

History and Usage: The body-scanner (at first caled a
whole-body scanner or total body scanner) was developed by EMI
in 1975, using the same technology as had been used to produce
the brain scanner afew years earlier. It wasimmediately
welcomed as a powerful diagnostic tool, especially since it was
capable of showing up tumoursin al parts of the body while

they were still at an early stage of development. During the
eighties the body-scanner became commonplace in the US, but its
high price made it ararer acquisition in the National Health
Servicein the UK. Asthe technology of ultrasound and magnetic
resonance imaging (see MRI) have developed, the term
body-scanner has been extended in colloquial use to cover al
kinds of machines which scan the body and compute
cross-sectional pictures of itsinside.

The studies could also give a better understanding of
crystals, which are widely used in electronics, and of
magnetism, which is exploited in many body scanners.

Sunday Times 6 May 1990, section D, p. 15

body-snatching
(Business World) see headhunt

bodysuit noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A close-fitting stretch all-in-one garment for women, used
mainly for exercising and sports.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: a suit (something like a
swimsuit in fabric structure) to cover the whole body.

History and Usage: The bodysuit first appeared as afashion
garment in the late sixties (when it was usually an al-in-one
body garment fastened with snap fasteners at the crotch); in the
late seventies and eightiesit enjoyed anew lease of lifeasa
skin-tight all-in-one sports garment, benefiting from the craze
for exercise regimes and the fashion for sportswear outside the
gymnasium and sports stadium.



boff

Before he changes into his tight red Spandex bodysuit
with the plunging neckline, there is the quick hint of a
tattoo lurking beneath the rolled-up sleeve on his right
arm.

Washington Post 13 May 1982, section C, p. 17

Four schoolgirls stunned spectators and officials by
wearing 'Flo Jo' bodysuits at Victoria's most
prestigious schools' athletics meeting at the weekend.
Courier-Mail (Brisbane) 31 Oct. 1989, p. 3

The eye-boggling bodysuit...is a style trend that has
been taken up by designers.

New York Times 5 Aug. 1990, section 6, p. 38

(People and Society) see bonk

boggling adjective

In colloquial use: staggering, stunning, overwhelming.

Etymology: Formed by dropping the word mind from mind-boggling,
itself afashionable expression since the mid sixties.

History and Usage: Boggling started to be used following nouns
other than mind, and also on its own, in the mid seventies. By
the end of the eighties, mind-boggling seemed quite dated, while
boggling was commonly used, especially to describe avery large
statistic or sum of money--in fact anything that would make you
boggle-eyed with amazement or surprise. Although essentially a
colloquial usage, boggling is found in print, especialy in
journalism.

Per-mile costs fell fractionally as aresult of the
additional travel, whose total was a boggling 1.526
trillion miles.

New York Times 18 Aug. 1985, section 5, p. 9



Serious damage can mean even more boggling bills, but at
least your insurance should cover it.

Which? Mar. 1990, p. 144

bomb factory
noun (Politics)

In the colloguial usage of police press releases. a place where
terrorist bombs are made illegally or materials for their
manufacture are secretly stored.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: an unofficia factory for
bombs.

History and Usage: The term bomb factory seems to have been
invented by the police, who have used it in press releases
announcing the detection of terrorist bomb manufacture since the
mid seventies. The term was taken up enthusiastically by the
press--especialy the tabloids, for whom it satisfied all the
requirements of headline material (short words, the use of nouns
In apposition, and emotiveness).

He had no idea the four people in the room were turning
it into a bomb factory.

The Times 21 June 1986, p. 3

A senior police officer described the hoard--one of the
biggest ever found--as 'practically the entire contents
of abomb factory'.

Daily Mirror 12 Nov. 1990, p. 2

bonk  verb and noun (People and Society)

transitive or intransitive verb: In young people's slang, to
have sex with (someone); to copulate.

noun: An act of sex.

Etymology: Bonk originally meant 'to hit resoundingly' and the
corresponding noun was an onomatopoeic word for the abrupt thud



that is heard when something hard hits a solid object (such as
the head); it was used fairly typically in the school-playground
joke "What goes ninety-nine bonk?--'A centipede with a wooden
leg’, which has been told for at least half a century. The
transition from 'to hit resoundingly' to the present use was

made by way of an intransitive sense 'to make a bonking noise,
to thud'. The slang use has paralelsin the bang of gang-bang
and in the American slang equivalent boff (noun and verb). A
less likely theory isthat it is backslang for knob, also a

vulgar slang way of saying 'have sex'.

History and Usage: This sense of bonk, whichisreally a
humorous euphemism, has apparently been in spoken use among
young people (especially, it seems, at a number of public

schools) since the fifties and first appeared in print in the
seventies. Although middle-class slang, it is coarse enough not

to have been used in print at all frequently until the middle of

the eighties. Then it was brought into vogue by journalists

unable to resist the pun with bonk as the onomatopoeic word for
the sound a tennis ball makes in contact with the racquet: in

the 1987 season, the defending Wimbledon champion Boris Becker
was giving disappointing performances, something which the
tabloids put down to too much bonking. This episode was followed
by much journalistic speculation about the origin of the word
(including a street interview on the consumer programme That's
Life) and considerably increased use of it in print, often with
heavy innuendo. Asis often the case with words taken up by the
mediain thisway, interest in it died down within a short time,

but by then it had acquired a respectability that allowed it to

be used even in the quality newspapers. The corresponding action
noun is bonking; agent noun bonker.

The Fleet Street rags had their angle after the Doohan
victory: BONKED OUT; TOO MUCH SEX BEATSBIG BORIS.

Sports llustrated 6 July 1987, p. 21
Flaubert bonked his way round the Levant, his sense of
sexual adventure unquenched by the prospect, soon

realised, of catching unpleasant diseases.

Independent 28 May 1988, p. 17



Police took away...a'little black' book containing the
names of thousands of women with whom the legendary
Belgian bonker is said to have had steamy love romps.

Private Eye 15 Sept. 1989, p. 23
boom box noun (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Music)
In US slang, the same thing as a ghetto blaster.
Etymology: Formed by compounding: a box which booms.
History and Usage: For history, see ghetto blaster.

How about alaw against playing 'boom boxes' in public
places?

Washington Post 26 June 1985, section C, p. 10
boomer noun (People and Society)

In US slang, short for baby boomer: a person born as aresult of
the baby boom, a sharp increase in the birth rate which occurred
in the US at the end of the Second World War and lasted until
the mid sixties.

Etymology: Formed by dropping the word baby from baby boomer.
Before this, boomer had meant 'a person who pushes or boosts an
enterprise’ in US English.

History and Usage: The term baby boom has been in usein US
English since the forties, but it was only when the children

born as aresult of the postwar boom reached maturity in the
seventies and eighties that baby boomers started to be referred
to frequently in the American press. This generation was by
then so numerically significant in US society that advertisers,
businesses, and politicians considered them an essential group
to cater for. So frequent did the name baby boomer become that
by the end of the eightiesit could be abbreviated to boomer
without fear of misunderstanding, and boomer itself became the
basis for compounds such as boomer-age and post-boomer.

The post-boomers have aso had to deal with the more



boot

recent sellout of the baby boom generation.
Globe & Mail (Toronto) 27 May 1989, section D, p. 5

The script isambitiously constructed, tracing the
relationships of several boomer-age parents with their
kids, their siblings, and their own parents.

New Y orker 18 Sept. 1989, p. 28

The boomer group is so huge that it tends to define
every erait passes through, forcing society to
accommodate its moods and dimensions.

Time 16 July 1990, p. 57
See also buster
verb (Science and Technology)

transitive: To start up (a computer) by loading its operating
system into the working memory; to cause (the system or a
program) to be loaded in thisway. intransitive: (Of a
computer) to be started up by the loading of the operating
system; (of a program) to be loaded.

Etymology: An abbreviated form of bootstrap 'to initiate a

fixed sequence of instructions which initiates the loading of

further instructions and, ultimately, of the whole system’; this

in turn is named after the process of pulling oneself up by

one's bootstraps, a phrase which iswidely supposed to be based

on one of the eighteenth-century Adventures of Baron Munchausen.
Despite the traditional practice of getting sluggish machinesto
work by giving them a surreptitious kick, there is no connection
whatever between this verb and boot meaning 'to kick'.

History and Usage: Bootstraps have been used in computing
since the fifties, but it was not until personal computers
became widespread in the seventies and eighties that the noun
bootstrap and the corresponding verb were abbreviated to boot.
The verb is often used with up; the action noun for this process
Is booting (up).



If a computer does not have a hard drive and must be
booted from a floppy, one should boot from a
‘write-protected' disc that cannot be altered.

New Scientist 4 Mar. 1989, p. 42

At last the Amiga can boast a game you'll be proud to
boot up when your crystal analyst comes round to listen
to your collect of Brian Eno LPs.

CU AmigaApr. 1990, p. 57

born-again
adjective (People and Society)

Full of the enthusiastic zeal of one recently converted or
reconverted to a cause; vigorously campaigning. Also, getting a
second chance to do something.

Etymology: A figurative application of the adjective, which
originally developed from the verbal phrase to be born again
(after the story of Jesus and Nicodemusin St John's Gospel,
chapter 3) and was properly used to apply to an evangelical
Christian who had had a conversion experience of new lifein
Christ and made this experience the basis for all later actions.

History and Usage: The adjective born-again has been used to
refer to fundamentalist or evangelical Christians (especialy in
the Southern States of the US) since at least the sixties.
Probably the most influential factor leading to the development
of afigurative sense was the election of Jimmy Carter to the
Presidency of the United Statesin 1977; the connection between
his born-again Baptist background and the policies that he put
forward was made much of in the press at the time, as were the
hopes of fundamentalist '‘Bible Belt' Christians for his
Presidency. Another (quite separate) influence was the rise of
fundamentalism within the Islamic world during the early
eighties and the zeal with which it was presented to the West.
By the end of the eighties, the figurative use was well
established and could be applied to virtually any convert to a
cause, however trivial; it had also started to be used to
describe anyone who had been given a second chance to do
something (another 'life’ in the language of games).



Duncan and Jeremy are born-again northerners. They saw
the northern light last year, when they turned their
backs on London.

Sunday Express Magazine 9 Aug. 1987, p. 23

In March 1988 | was a born-again student, having got my
PPL in 1954...then having to let the licence go at the
end of 1956 when marriage came along.

Pilot Nov. 1988, p. 26
bottle noun

In British slang: courage, spirit, guts. Usually in phrases such
as have (got) alot of bottle, to be spirited or courageous; to
have guts; lose one's bottle, to lose one's nerve (and so as a
phrasal verb bottle out, to lose one's nerve; to pull out,
especially at the last minute).

Etymology: The phrase no bottle has been used in underworld
slang to mean 'no use, worthless' since the middle of the
nineteenth century; it islikely that this was reinterpreted

this century to mean 'lacking substance or spirit', and that
from there bottle started to be used on its own and eventually
to be incorporated into new phrases. The rhyming slang
expression bottle and glass for 'arse' is often assumed to have
something to do with these expressions (in which case bottle
would be more strictly 'guts), but this may be no more than
popular speculation.

History and Usage: These phrases, which are essentially part of
the spoken language, started to appear in written sourcesin the
sixties as representations of Cockney or underworld speech.

Their use was reinforced by a milk marketing campaign in the
early eighties, the caption for which read 'It's gotta lotta

bottle', and by television series such as Minder, in which

Cockney expressions were brought to awide audience. Bottle out
did not appear in the written language at all until the very end

of the seventies (at about the same time as this series was

first shown).



Goodness, was | going to give her abad time! Of course,
when it got down to it, | bottled out completely.

Robert McLiam Wilson Ripley Bogle (1989), p. 162

Y ou appear not to have the bottle, courtesy or
wherewithal to actually approach her in person.

Just Seventeen Dec. 1989, p. 22
Some of the warders lost their bottle and just fled.
News of the World 8 Apr. 1990, p. 6

bottle bank
noun (Environment)

A collection point to which empty bottles and other glass
containers can be taken for recycling.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; whereas in blood bank, sperm
bank, etc. the metaphor extends to deposits and withdrawals, the
recycling bank accepts deposits only.

History and Usage: An early manifestation of public interest in
conservation, the bottle bank scheme started in the UK in 1977.
The covered skips or plastic bells normally used for this

purpose had become afamiliar sight in supermarket car parks by
the end of the elghties--often overflowing, since there proved

to be more enthusiasm among the public than capacity to recycle
the glass.

Why not take your old, non-returnable glass bottles to
your local bottle bank instead of throwing them away?

Which? Aug. 1984, p. 355

bought deal
noun (Business World)

In financia jargon, an arrangement for marketing an issue of
bonds or shares, in which a securities house buys up al the
stock (often after tendering against other houses) and then



resellsit at an agreed price.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; the issuer of the shares can
be sure that the whole deal will be bought in advance.

History and Usage: A practice which originated in the USin the
early eighties, the bought deal soon proved attractive to
companiesin the UK aswell as an aternative to the standard
rights issue; however, the legal right of shareholdersto first
refusal on new issues of sharesin the UK gaveit limited

applicability.

The American 'bought deal' might become the norm for
equity issues aswell asfor fixed interest |oans.

The Times 11 Sept. 1986, p. 23

bovine spongiform encephal opathy
(Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure) see BSE

boy toy (People and Society) see toyboy

2.8 brat pack...

brat pack noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

In media slang, a group of young Hollywood film stars of the mid
eighties who were popularly seen as having arowdy, fun-loving,
and pampered lifestyle and a spoilt attitude to society; more
generaly, any precocious and aggressive clique.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; deliberately made punningly
like rat pack, a slang name for a group of rowdy young stars led
by Frank Sinatrain the fifties.

History and Usage: The term was coined by David Blum in New
Y ork magazine in 1985 in an article about the film St EImo's

Fire, and quickly caught on in the media. At atime when rich
young stars of sport aswell as films were gaining a reputation

for bad behaviour in public places, it became a kind of

shorthand for the young who had been spoilt by early success and
thought the whole world should be organized to suit them. Blum's



article al'so coined the term brat packer for a member of the
original Hollywood brat pack; this, too, is used more widely to
refer to members of other brat packs, from professiona tennis
players to young, successful authors.

The Brat Packers act together whenever possible.
New York 10 June 1985, p. 42

Border hit back at an Indian newspaper report, which
dubbed the Australian cricket team a'brat pack’,
notorious for uncouth behavior.

Brisbane Telegraph 21 Oct. 1986, p. 2

Y oung guns. A new generation rediscovers an old genre:
brat-packers Estevez, Sutherland, Sheen and Lou Diamond
‘LaBamba Phillipsin arollicking re-run of the Billy

The Kid legend.

Q Mar. 1989, p. 119

break-dancing
noun Also written breakdancing or break dancing (Lifestyle and
Leisure) (Youth Culture)

A very individualistic and competitive style of dancing,
popularized by Black teenagersin the US, and characterized by
energetic and acrobatic movements performed to aloud insistent
beat; abbreviated in the slang of those who dance it to

breaking.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: the dancing that was
developed specifically to fill the break in a piece of rap music
(i.e. aninstrumental interlude during which the DJwould be
busy mixing, sampling, etc.). In Jamaican English, to broke up
has meant 'to wriggle the body in a dance' since at least the
fifties; in the Deep South of the US a breakdown has been the
name for a riotous dance or hoedown (with an associated verbal
phrase to break down) since the middle of the nineteenth
century, but the connection between rap music and the
development of break-dancing in New Y ork was so close that these
older dialectal uses are unlikely to have had much influence.



History and Usage: This style of dancing was pioneered during
the late seventies by teams of Black teenage dancers (notably
the 'Rock Steady Crew') on the streets of the south Bronx area
of New Y ork; each team (or crew) worked in parallel with
graffiti artists, and the combination of music, art, and street
entertainment that they developed formed the core of the new
Black street culture called hip hop. By 1982 the phenomenon had
been taken up by the press and widely publicized (to such an
extent that by the mid eighties there was talk of over-exposure
in the media and breaksploitation, an ateration of the more
familiar word blaxploitation 'exploitation of Blacks). To
connoisseurs, breaking is only one of a number of styles of
movement making up the highly competitive dance culture; others
include body-popping, the lock, and the moonwalk. In breaking
itself, dancers spin on the ground, using the body like a human
top, and pivoting on a shoulder or elbow, the head, or the back.
The craze quickly spread to other parts of the world and began
to lose its association with Black culture. The noun
break-dancing was quickly followed by the verb break-dance
(ssmply break in Black slang use) and both these forms also
exist as nouns; a person who break-dances is a break-dancer (or
breaker).

While Freddy lays down chanting, talking, rhythmic rap,
the Break Dancers break, trying to out-macho one
another. They jump in the air and land on their backs,
do splitsand flip over.

Washington Post 4 June 1982, Weekend section, p. 5

They are young street dudes, nearly al of them black,
anywhere from 10 to 23 years old, and what they are
doing is anew style of dancing known as 'breaking' or
'break dancing'.

Daily News 23 Sept. 1983, p. 18
In Leningrad the Juventus Health and Sports Club has
activities from Aikido wrestling, skateboarding and

break-dancing to tennis.

The Times5 Apr. 1989, p. 46



It seems any moment they will break from this
4,000-year-old tradition and spin off into alively
breakdance.

Burst of Excitement (California Institute of Technology)
Mar. 1990, p. 3

briefcase (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Music) see ghetto blaster
brilliant adjective (Y outh Culture)

In young peopl€e's slang: great, fantastic, really good. Often
abbreviated to brill.

Etymology: A weakening of the original meaning (in much the
same way as great, fantastic, etc. had been weakened by earlier
generations of young people), followed in the case of brill by
clipping of the ending (like the earlier fab etc.)

History and Usage: Although the literal meaning of brilliant is
‘shining brightly', the adjective had been used figuratively for
two centuries and more before being taken up as a cult word by
young people; these earlier figurative uses often described some
kind of spectacle, or a person with abnormal talents. From about
the end of the 1970s, though, brilliant began to be used to
express approval of just about anything. When used in this way,
It is sometimes pronounced as a three-syllable word with the
primary stress shifted to the final syllable: /--/. Brill

appeared in the early eighties. Both are considered alittle

dated by the very young, but they still seem to be going strong
in comics and children's television programmes.

| allowed Pandorato visit me in my darkened bedroom. We
had a brilliant kissing session.

Sue Townsend The Growing Pains of Adrian Mole (1984),
p. 15

| think your magazineis brill.

Music Making July 1987, p. 11



brilliant pebbles
plural noun Also written Brilliant Pebbles (War and Weaponry)

A code-name for small computerized heat-seeking missiles
designed to intercept and destroy enemy weapons;, part of the US
Strategic Defense Initiative (or Star Wars). Also, the

technology used to produce these.

Etymology: One of a series of names making aword-play out of
the idea of smart weaponry. The largest, heaviest, and |east
intelligent weapons (see intelligent®) were spoken about by
scientists as moronic mountains, smaller and more intelligent
ones as smart rocks (aterm coined by SDI chief scientist Gerald
Y onas. see smart), and yet smaller and smarter ones as brilliant
pebbles; afourth category in the series was savant sand.

History and Usage: Brilliant pebbles were theideaof US
scientist Lowell Wood, who proposed in 1988 that existing
smart-rocks technology could simply be 'shrunk’ to smaller
weapons. Work then started on developing brilliant pebblesin
place of the space-based interceptor originally planned for Star
Wars. Their brilliance is explained by the fact that each would
carry amicrochip frozen to superconducting temperatures and as
powerful as a supercomputer.

The SDI organization has funded assembly of brilliant
pebbles hardware at the laboratory, and tests to
demonstrate the concept are planned in the near future.
Aviation Week 11 July 1988, p. 37

The Pentagon has been pushing the smart rocks, while
Congress has been championing the ground-based missiles.
Mr Edward Teller advocates 'brilliant pebbles.

Economist 4 Feb. 1989, p. 44

Brixton briefcase
noun (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Music)

In British slang, the same thing as a ghetto blaster.
(Considered by some to be racially offensive.)



Etymology: For etymology and history, see ghetto blaster.

The other five had on their laps large stereo portable
radios which, | believe, are colloquially spoken of as
Brixton briefcases.

The Times 22 July 1986, p. 13

Frank asked someone to fetch his briefcase from his
car...but...all they could see was a ghetto blaster. So

they went back and told Frank. "That WAS my briefcase
man--my Brixton briefcase,' said Frank.

Fast Forward 28 Mar. 1990, p. 6

broker-dealer
(Business World) see big bang

29BSE..

BSE  abbreviation (Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

Short for bovine spongiform encephal opathy, an incurable viral
brain condition in cattle which causes nervousness, staggering,

and other neurological disorders, and eventually resultsin
death. Known colloquially as mad cow disease.

Etymology: Theinitial letters of Bovine Spongiform

Encephalopathy. Bovine because it affects cattle; spongiform in

that it produces a spongy appearance in parts of the brain

tissue; encephalopathy is aword made up of Greek roots meaning

'disease of the brain'.

History and Usage: Bovine spongiform encephal opathy was first

identified in the UK in 1986, and quickly started to affect a

considerable number of cattle in different parts of the country.

The discovery in May 1990 that it was possible for it to be

transmitted to cats, possibly through pet foods containing brain

tissue or offal from cattle, led to international public concern
over the safety of British beef for human consumption. The
disease has along incubation period--a number of years-so it
was difficult for experts to be sure that no cases in humans



would occur in the future; but a government inquiry found that
it was extremely unlikely. Steps were taken to ensure that meat
from affected cattle did not enter the food chain, and the

public panic over beef began to die down.

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) twists the
tongues of vets and wrecks the brains of cows. It is
also new and baffling. Since the first case of the
disease was diagnosed in December 1986, it has struck
down 120 animals from 71 herds.
Economist 14 Nov. 1987, p. 92
The disease in cowsis similar to Scrapie which occurs
In sheep, and it's possible that BSE may have been
transferred to cattle from sheep.
Which? Sept. 1989, p. 428
BSE-free (Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure) see -free
2.10 B two (B2) bomber
B two (B2) bomber
(War and Weaponry) see Stealth
2.11 bubblehead...
bubblehead
(People and Society) see airhead
buddy noun and verb (Health and Fitness) (People and Society)
noun: Someone who befriends and supports a person with Aids (see
PWA) by volunteering to give companionship, practical help, and

moral support during the course of theillness.

intransitive verb: To do this kind of voluntary work. Also as an
action noun buddying.

Etymology: A specialized use of the well known American sense



of buddy, ‘friend’. The American film Buddies, released quite
early in the Aids era (1985), was surely influential in
popularizing this specialized use.

History and Usage: For several generations children in the US
have been encouraged to follow the buddy system--never to go
anywhere or take part in any potentially dangerous activity
alone, but to take a buddy who can bring help if necessary; a
similar practiceis followed by adults in dangerous situations.
The scheme to provide buddies for people with Aids, started in
late 1982 in New Y ork, is an extension of that system,
recognizing that these people need friendship that is often
denied them once they are diagnosed as having the condition.

Our greatest priority isto ensure that no person who
has contracted an AID related disease is without some
kind of personal support...It istherefore our am to
create a buddy system.

New York Native 11 Oct. 1982, p. 14

| suppose the book wouldn't have been written if |
hadn't buddied, because | wouldn't have had a sense of
knowing the reality of Aids.

The Times 29 June 1987, p. 16

When one of the members crossed the Rubicon from HIV to
Aids, Helpline always appointed two or three buddies to
‘see the person through'.

Independent 21 Mar. 1989, p. 15
bum-bag noun Also written bumbag or bum bag (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A small pouch for money and other valuables, attached to a belt
and designed to be worn round the waist or hips; a British name
for the fanny pack.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; skiers wear them with the
pouch to the back, above the bottom (the ' bum'), although as
fashion accessories they are normally worn with the pouch in
front, where the contents can best be protected from



pickpockets.

History and Usage: The bum-bag has been well known to skiers,
motorcyclists, and ramblers for some decades as a useful
receptacle for sandwiches, waterproofs, and other bits and
pieces; being worn round the waist, it leaves the hands free. In
the late eighties the bum-bag made the transition from a piece

of sports equipment to afashion item: perhaps because of the
risk of bag-snatching in busy city streets, it became

fashionable to wear a bum-bag for shopping and everyday use, and
in 1990 it was considered one of the main fashion 'accents in

the UK. Assuch, it is probably only atemporary item in the
more general language.

The most brilliant accessory is the bum-bag. Slung
around the waist, it doubles as a belt and a secure
place for valuables.

Indy 21 Dec. 1989, p. 21
buppie noun Also written Buppie or buppy (People and Society)

A Black urban (or upwardly-mobile) professional; ayuppie who is
Black.

Etymology: Formed by substituting the initial letter of black
for the y- of yuppie (see yuppie).

History and Usage: The word buppie was invented by the US media
in 1984 as one of several variations on the theme of yuppie.

Unlike some of the others--such as guppie, juppie (a Japanese
yuppie), and puppie (a pregnant yuppie)-- this one caught on:
perhaps this was because it identified a distinct group which

was obviously rgecting its 'roots culture in favour of the

values and aspirations of a yuppie peer group.

Bryant Gumbel and V anessa Williams are both Buppies. Of
course, it wouldn't be Y uppie to be Miss America unless
you are the first black one.

People 9 Jan. 1984, p. 47

Old Harrovian and self-confessed buppie, with a



fifth-in-a-row hit, Danny D's entrepreneurship is about
to go global.

Evening Standard 1 May 1990, p. 34
burn-bag noun (Politics)

In the jargon of US intelligence, a container into which
classified (or incriminating) material is put before being
destroyed by burning. Also sometimes known as a burn-basket.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: abag or basket for what is
to be burned.

History and Usage: The word has been used in US intelligence
circles since at least the sixties, but did not come to public
notice until the political scandals of later decades: first
Watergate (1972) and then the Iran-contra affair (1986: see
contra). In relation to these two incidents it was used

especially to refer to the means which allowed prominent
politicians to dispose of incriminating documents allegedly
linking them with the scandal; the chairmen of relevant
inquiries could not then require them to be produced.

'l frankly didn't see any need for it at the time,' he
[John Poindexter] said of the document, known as an
intelligence finding. 'l thought it was politically
embarrassing. And so | decided to tear it up, and | tore
it up, put it in the burn basket behind my desk.

New York Times 16 July 1987, section A, p. 10
burn-out noun Frequently written burnout (Health and Fitness)

Physical or emotional exhaustion, usually caused by stress at
work; more generally, apathy, disillusionment, or low morale.
Also as an intransitive verb burn out, to suffer from this kind
of stress exhaustion; adjective burned (or burnt) out.

Etymology: A noun formed on the verbal phrase burn oneself out,
meaning 'to use up al one's physical or emotional resources;;

the noun burn-out already existed in the more literal sense of

the compl ete destruction of something by fire, aswell asin two



technical senses.

History and Usage: The burn-out syndrome, which is thought to
be adirect result of the high-stress lifestyles of the past two
decades, was first identified and named in the mid seventies by
American psychotherapist Herbert J. Freudenberger. Once the
preserve of those in jobs requiring a high level of emotional
commitment (such as charity work, medicine, and teaching),
burn-out soon started affecting professional sportspeople,
executives, and entertainers, too. In the late eighties, the

word remained very fashionable, taking over from the more
old-fashioned terms depression (imprecise except asaclinica
term) and nervous breakdown (for cases of complete burn-out).

The most moderate form of burnout occurs when the
sufferer endures a heavy stressload.

Management Today July 1989, p. 122

She may find herself trapped into trying to please
everybody and do everything, failing to set boundaries
to her role, which leads to chronic overwork and
burn-out.

Nursing Times 29 Nov.-5 Dec. 1989, p. 51

Addled with divorce headaches and post- Born burnout,
Cruiseisn't doing press; but would you liketo talk to
Don and Jerry, perhaps?

Premiere June 1990, p. 92

burster noun (Science and Technology)

A machine for separating or bursting continuous stationery (such
as compuiter listing paper) into individual sheets.

Etymology: Formed by adding the agent suffix -er to burst;
originally, aburster was a charge of gunpowder for bursting a
shell.

History and Usage: The word has existed in the technical jargon
of office machinery since thefifties, but has only become



widely known since the advent of computers and listing paper to
nearly al offices, with the attendant nuisance of separating
printout into pages.

Users who work through a heavy load of fan-fold may find
that a'burster'...is a useful accessory.

Susan Curran Word Processing for Beginners (1984), p. 45
buster noun (People and Society)

In US slang, short for baby buster: a person bornin the
generation after the baby boom (see boomer), at atime when the
birth rate fell dramatically in most Western countries.

Etymology: Formed by dropping the word baby from baby buster,
following the model of boomer. In economic terms (especialy in
US English), abust isaslump, that is the opposite of a boom.

History and Usage: The busters--children born from the late
sixties onwards--are becoming an important force in Western
economies now that they are adults. These economies, once able
to grow continuously, must now shrink if the smaller population
IS not to bust them.

Busters may replace boomers as the darlings of
advertisers.

headline in Wall Street Journal 12 Nov. 1987, p. 41
bustier noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A short, close-fitting bodice (usually without straps), worn by
women as a fashion top.

Etymology: A direct borrowing from French bustier ‘bodice’. The
garment helps to define the bust, and so makes its wearer appear
bustier, but thisis a popular misunderstanding of the origin of

the word.

History and Usage: The bustier came into fashion in the early
eighties; one of its most famous devotees is the rock star
Madonna, who has probably done much to keep the fashion going by



regularly making public appearances in abustier.

Delicately edged suede jackets and bustiers in scarlet
and black sat atop wafts of brightly coloured chiffon
skirts for evening.

London Evening News 17 Mar. 1987, p. 18
buyout noun Sometimes written buy-out (Business World)

The purchase of a controlling share in acompany, either by its
own employees or by another company.

Etymology: The noun isformed on the verbal phrase to buy
(someone) out.

History and Usage: The word originated in the US in the mid
seventies, when there was a marked rise in company take-overs
and tender offers. In some buyout schemes it was the company's
own employees who were encouraged to buy up sufficient stock in
the firm to retain control; other variants are the management
buyout or MBO, in which the senior directors of acompany buy up
the whole stock, and the leveraged buyout (pronounced /--/: see
leverage) or LBO, practised mainly in the US, in which outside
capital is used to enable the management to buy up the company.
Although originally American, the buyout soon reached UK markets
aswell; by the mid eighties there were firms of financial

advisers on both sides of the Atlantic specializing in this

subject aone. Variations on the same theme are the buy-back, in
which a company repurchases its own stock on the open market
(often as a defensive ploy against take-overs), and the buy-in,

in which a group of managers from outside the company together
buys up a controlling interest.

L everaged buyouts are commonly used in the United States
to defeat hostile takeover bids, but have yet to be
successfully tested in Britain.

The Times2 May 1985, p. 21

L atest statistics show buyouts and buy-ins by outside
managers running at arecord level this year.



Daily Telegraph 30 Oct. 1989, Management Buyouts
Supplement, p. i

Lifting the veil of secrecy was ordinarily enough to

kill adeveloping buyout in its cradle: Once disclosed,
corporate raiders or other unwanted suitors were free to
make a run at the company before management had a chance
to prepare its own bid.

Bryan Burrough & John Helyar Barbarians at the Gate
(1990), p. 8

buzzword see fuzzword

2.12 bypass

bypass noun Also written by-pass (Health and Fitness)

A permanent alternative pathway for ablood vessdl, artery, etc.
(especially near the heart or brain), created by transplanting a
vessel from elsewhere in the body or inserting an artificial

one. Also, the operation by which thisis achieved or the
artificial device that isinserted.

Etymology: A figurative use of the word bypass, which was
regularly used in the sixties and seventies for an alternative
road built to route traffic round a bottleneck such asalarge
town; the medical bypass, too, is often created to avoid an
obstruction or constriction in the existing network.

History and Usage: The art of bypass surgery was devel oped
during the sixties and seventies and was becoming routine by the
eighties. By an interesting reversal of linguistic roles, new

roads were often called arterials rather than bypassesin the
eighties, and the medical sense of bypass showed signs of
becoming the dominant meaning of the word. It is often used
attributively, in bypass operation, bypass surgery, €tc.

Sir Robin Day was yesterday 'progressing very nicely'
after his heart by-pass operation in aLondon hospital.

News of the World 3 Mar. 1985, p. 2
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The findings may have far-reaching
implications...offering patients alow-risk alternative
to cholesterol-lowering drugs, bypass operations and
angioplasty, atechnique in which clogged arteries are
opened with atiny balloon that presses plague against
the artery walls.

New York Times 14 Nov. 1989, section C, p. 1

3.1 cabletelevision...

cabletelevision

noun (Lifestyle and Leisure)

A system for relaying television programmes by cable (rather
than broadcasting them over the air), usually into individual
subscribers homes; aso, collectively, the stations and
programmes that make use of this system. Often abbreviated to
cabletv or simply cable.

Etymology: Formed by compounding; a straightforward combination
of the existing nouns cable and television.

History and Usage: The first experiments with cable television
were carried out inthe USin the early sixties, but at first

the system was officially known as community antennatelevision,
since the signal is picked up by a shared antenna before being
cabled to individual receivers. The snappier name cable tv or
cabletelevision was first used in the mid sixtiesin the US,
competing for atime with Cablevision (atrade mark which
belonged to one of the larger companies operating the system
there). After unsuccessful experiments here too in the fifties,
cabletelevision was finally adopted in the UK at the beginning
of the eighties, giving rise to much speculation about its
probabl e effect on the quality and choice of programmesin
conventional broadcasting; in the event it enjoyed a smaller
take-up than satellite television. Once established in any



cache

individual country, cable tv has tended to be abbreviated
further to cable alone (without a preceding article); the word
is often used to refer to the stations or programmes available
rather than the system. Thereisaso averb cable, 'to provide
(ahome, areg, etc.) with cable television'.

Reports that the government will soon approve plans to
bring cable television to Britain have appeared in
almost every newspaper.

New Scientist 9 Sept. 1982, p. 674

Even Coronation Street...failed to catch on when it was
shown on aNew Y ork channel in 1976 and on nationwide
cablein 1982.

Listener 4 Dec. 1986, p. 29

Cabling atypical 100,000-home franchise takes four to
five years, costs 85 million--o8350 for each home passed
by the fibre-optic link which carries the signals.

Business Apr. 1990, p. 100
noun and verb (Science and Technology)

noun: Short for cache memory, asmall high-speed memory in some
computers which can be used for data and instructions that need
to be accessed frequently, instead of the slower main memory.

transitive verb: To place (data, etc.) in a separate high-speed
memory. Adjective cached, action noun caching.

Etymology: A figurative use of cache, which originally meant 'a
hiding place' (borrowed into English at the end of the

eighteenth century from French cache, related to cacher 'to
hide'); from here it went on to mean 'atemporary store' (Arctic
explorers, for example, put spare provisions in a cache, and the
verb to cache also aready existed for this activity). A

computer cacheis, in effect, only another kind of temporary
store.

History and Usage: The cache memory was invented by IBM in the



late sixties, but the verb and its derivatives appear not to
have developed until the early eighties.

Window images are normally cached in aform to allow
fast screen redraw.

Personal Computer World Nov. 1986, p. 171

If the information is held in the cache, which can be
thought of as a very fast on-chip local memory, then
only two clock cycles are required.

Electronics & Wireless World Jan. 1987, p. 105

Callanetics
plural noun (but usually treated as singular) (Health and
Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

The trade mark of a physical exercise programme originally
developed in the US by Callan Pinckney and based on the idea of
building muscle tone through repeated tiny movements using deep
muscles.

Etymology: Formed by combining the woman's name Callan with
-etics, after the model of athletics; probably also influenced

by callisthenics, a nineteenth-century word for gymnastics for
girls, designed to produce the 'body beautiful’ (itself formed

on Greek kallos 'beautiful’).

History and Usage: One of along line of exercise programmes
and workout routines popular in the eighties, Callanetics was
made the subject of a book of the same name in the USin 1984.
Despite claims that Callan Pinckney had 'stolen' exercises from
the workout routines of her own teachers, the programme was
hailed as a new approach to exercise and by 1988 was proving
extremely successful commercially. When the book Callanetics was
first published in the UK in 1989 it started a new exercise

craze, helped on by reports that the Duchess of Y ork had used

the programme to get herself back into shape after the birth of

her daughter Beatrice. Pinckney herself claims that the unique
feature of Callaneticsisthe way in which it works out deep
muscles through movements of only half an inch in each direction
from a starting position.



Callanetics requires only two hour-long work-out
sessions aweek.

Sunday Times Magazine 5 Mar. 1989, p. 21

camcorder noun Occasionally written cam-corder (Lifestyle and Leisure)
(Science and Technology)

A portable video camera with a built-in sound recorder, which
can produce recorded video cassettes (and in some cases also
play them back).

Etymology: A clipped compound, formed by combining the first
gyllable of camera with the last two of recorder.

History and Usage: Prototype camcorders were produced almost
simultaneously by several Japanese companies at the beginning of
the eighties; the word was first used in English-language
sourcesin 1982. By the end of the eighties it had become almost
a household word, as video took over from cine and home movies
for recording family occasions, travel, etc.

If you want to use a video camera simply to record
events in the school year then the camcorder might be
for you.

Times Educational Supplement 30 Nov. 1984, p. 29
The eight-millimetre camcorders (eight-millimetre refers
to the width of the tape)...produce tapes that cannot be
used with the VHS format.
New Y orker 24 Nov. 1986, p. 98
camp-on noun (Business World) (Science and Technology)
A facility of electronic telephone systems which allows an
unsuccessful caller to 'latch on' to a number so that the call
Is automatically connected once the receiving number is

available.

Etymology: The noun isformed on the verbal phrase to camp on



to, which inturn is afigurative use of the verb to camp: the
caller stakes claim to a place in the queue, and this'pitch' is
automatically registered by the system.

History and Usage: First used in the mid seventies, the camp-on
became increasingly widespread with the rise in popularity of
push-button el ectronic telephones during the eighties.

A Thorn Ericsson PABX can provide over twenty aids to
efficient communications. Here is one of them: Camp-on
busy. Anincoming call for an extension that is already
engaged (busy)...can be ‘camped' on to the engaged
extension.

Daily Telegraph 10 Mar. 1977, p. 2

campylobacter
noun (Health and Fitness)

A bacterium occurring in unpasteurized dairy produce and other
everyday foods and capable of causing food poisoning in humans.

Etymology: The bacterium takes its name from the genus name
Campylobacter, which in turn is formed from a Greek word
kampulos 'bent, twisted' (the bacteriain this family being
twisted or spiral in shape) and the first two syllables of
bacterium.

History and Usage: Campylobacter is an important cause of
non-fatal cases of food poisoning. The word, first used in the
early seventies, would probably have remained known only to
bacteriologists had it not been for public interest in--and
concern about--food safety in the UK in 1989-90.

60 per cent of all poultry carcasses were infected with
either sailmonella or campylobacter.

The Times 2 Mar. 1990, p. 2
can bank noun (Environment)

A collection point to which empty cans may be taken for
recycling.



Etymology: For etymology, see bottle bank.

History and Usage: With increasing consumption of fizzy drinks
from ring-pull cans in the eighties, the can bank was a natural
development of the recycling idea started by the bottle bank.

So far there are less than 200 ‘can banks' operated by
60 local authoritiesin Britain. One big problem is that
it isn't easy enough to distinguish steel from
aluminium.

John Button How to be Green (1989), p. 112
Candida noun (Health and Fitness)

Short for Candida albicans, a yeastlike fungus which causes
inflammation and itching in the mouth or vagina (commonly known
asthrush), and is also thought to cause digestive problems when

it multipliesin the digestive tract. Also, loosely, the set of

digestive problems caused by excessive quantities of Candidain
the gut; candidiasis.

Etymology: A shortened form of the Latin name Candida albicans;
popularly, the genus name Candida (which is formed on the Latin
word candidus 'white') is used to refer to the particular

species Candida albicans (whose name is a sort of tautology,
meaning 'white-tinged white').

History and Usage: The effects of Candida in the mouth and
vagina (thrush) have been well known since the thirties. The
theory that the fungus can get out of control in the gut
(especialy on aWestern diet high in refined sugars) and cause
digestiveillnessis one that has only been given any credence
in the past decade, and is still not fully supported in

traditional medicine.

Bill Wyman...tours the world...while she staysin
Britain suffering from an agonising allergy...He spoke
of hiswife's painful illness, Candida...Candida's a
yeast allergy that usually affects the stomach...Certain
food's OK for the Candida, but bad for the liver.



cap

News of the World 8 Apr. 1990, p. 9
verb and noun (Politics)

transitive verb: To impose alimit on (something); specifically,
of central government: to regul ate the spending of (alocal
authority) by imposing an upper limit on local taxation.

noun: An upper limit or 'ceiling’, especially one imposed by
central government on alocal authority's spending.

Etymology: This sense arises from the image of placing a cap or
capping on the top of something (a general sense of the verb
which has existed since the seventeenth century), and may be
related more specifically to the capping of oil wells as away

of controlling pressure. As such, it isamost oppositein

meaning to the colloquial sense of the verb, 'to exceed or

excel, to outdo'.

History and Usage: Thistype of capping became topical in the
mid eighties with the UK government's capping of local authority
spending (first in the form of rate-capping, and in 1990 as
charge-capping or poll-capping). Councils on which this was
imposed, or the taxes they could levy, were described as capped
(rate-capped, charge-capped, etc.).

The major cost would comein lost interest on cash flow
because most people would delay paying until the lower,
charge-capped, demand arrived.

Independent 20 Mar. 1990, p. 8

The Court of Appeal yesterday dismissed the second stage
of the legal campaign by 19 Labour local authorities
against the Government's decision to cap their poll tax
levels and order cutsin their budgets.

Guardian 28 June 1990, p. 2
A council once famous for getting disadvantaged people

into further education has abolished all discretionary
mai ntenance grants because it has been charge-capped.



Times Educational Supplement 7 Sept. 1990, p. 6

capture noun and verb (Science and Technology)

noun: The process of transferring information from awritten,
paper format to machine-readable form (on a computer). Known
more fully as data capture.

transitive verb: To convert (data) in thisway, using any of
several means (such as punched tape, keyboarding, optical
character readers, etc.).

Etymology: The noun and verb arose at about the same time,
probably through specialization of afigurative sense of the
verb to capture meaning 'to catch or record something elusive,
to portray in permanent form' (as, for example, alikeness might
be captured in a painting or photograph).

History and Usage: A technical term in computing from the early
seventies onwards, capture entered the more general languagein
the elghties and became one of the vogue wordsin journalistic
articles about any computerization project and in advertising
copy for even minimally computerized products.

About 70% of all data captured is reentered at some
future point.

ABA Banking Journal Dec. 1989, p. 74

Unmatched range of edit/capture facilities ssmply not
offered by other scanners at this unbeatable price.

CU AmigaApr. 1990, p. 68

carbon tax

(Environment) see greenhouse
noun (Business World)
A thin rectangular piece of semi-rigid plastic carrying the

membership details of the owner and used to obtain credit,
guarantee cheques, activate cash dispensers, etc.



Etymology: Although made of plastic, thiskind of card closely
resemblesin size, shape, and purpose a business or membership
card (itself named after the material from which it was
traditionally made); in the electronic age, size, shape, and
recorded data (usually on a magnetic strip) are the important
characteristics, for they determine whether or not the card may
be used in the appropriate machinery.

History and Usage: In the UK, the stiff plastic card was first
widely used by banks as a method of guaranteeing payment on
chegues from the | ate sixties onwards; this kind of card was
generaly known as a cheque card. The huge increase in consumer
credit facilities which took place in the US during the sixties

and in the UK during the seventies meant that the embossed
credit card or charge card became very common. By the eighties
it was not unusual for an individual cardmember to carry awhole
range of cards for different purposes, including the types
mentioned above and the store option card (or simply option
card) giving interest-free credit for alimited period on goods
from a specified store. Some people even considered that plastic
had taken over from money in the US and the UK. This view was
reinforced by the introduction in 1982 of a plastic card to
replace coinsin public telephone boxes (see phonecard), the
increasing popularity of the cash dispenser (which allows people
to use a cash card as a means of obtaining cash, discovering
their bank balance, etc.), and the introduction of the debit

card (which uses electronic point-of-sale equipment to debit the
cost of goods direct from the customer's bank account, without
the intervention of cheques or credit facilities). Card

technology became a growth area during the eighties with the
need to increase card-users protection against theft and

misuse; the chip card, a card which incorporates a microchip to
store information about the transactions for which it is used,

was one of the proposed solutions to this problem. With the
proliferation of different kinds of cards, machinery was needed
which could 'read' the information stored on the magnetic strip
quickly and efficiently; by the end of the eighties, the
card-swipe, areader similar to an electronic eye, across or
through which the card is 'wiped' rapidly, was widely used for
this purpose. The term (credit-)card (short for
(credit-)card-sized) began to occur in attributive position in

the mid eighties to describe the thing named by the following
noun as being the same size as, or in some other way similar to,



acard (see the last quotation below).

| reported the missing credit cards...but | did not call
my bank that evening, trusting that nobody could use
that card without the PIN code.

New York Times 21 Nov. 1989, section A, p. 24

Forstmann Little would receive senior debt rather than
junior debt--roughly the difference between an American
Express card and an 10OU.

Bryan Burrough & John Helyar Barbarians at the Gate
(1990), p. 292

UK Banks and building societies...are vigorously
promoting the advantages of the new style three-in-one
card covering cheque guarantee, cashpoint and debit card
facilities.

Observer 22 Apr. 1990, p. 35

The British Heart Foundation has |eaflets on angina and
other heart conditions as well as credit card guides to
pacemaker centres.

Daily Telegraph 26 June 1990, p. 13

See aso affinity card, gold card, and switch

cardy noun (Science and Technology)
A printed circuit board (see PCByY) similar in appearance to a
credit card and having all the circuitry required to provide a
particular function in a computer system.
Etymology: So named because of its resemblance to a credit
card; just asasmall piece of cardboard isacard, so too a
small circuit board is punningly called a card.
History and Usage: Slot-in cards providing extrafacilities for

acomputer system (at first known almost exclusively as
expansion cards) became a popular feature of the PCs of the



eighties. The word card is often preceded by another word
explaining the function (asin graphics card or EGA card, a card
upgrading a computer to display enhanced graphics); this
sometimes results in rather cryptic names such as hard card, a
card upgrading the memory of a computer to the equivalent of
hard-disc storage capacity. Because it provides the user with
any of anumber of new options without the need to buy a new
computer, thiskind of card is sometimes known as an option
card.

VideoFax comes as apair of circuit boards, or 'cards,
which plug into the back of a personal computer.

New Scientist 21 Jan. 1989, p. 39

No matter how reliable, how well engineered or how many
options your intelligent multiport card claims to

offer,...it will severely limit the numbers of users

your system will support.

UnixWorld Sept. 1989, p. 36

cardboard city
noun (People and Society)

An area of alarge town where homeless people congregate at
night under makeshift shelters made from discarded cardboard
boxes and other packing materials.

Etymology: Formed by compounding: a city made from cardboard.
History and Usage: A phenomenon of the eighties, and an
increasing problem in large cities both in the UK and in the US.
Sometimes written with capital initials, asthough it were a
place-namein its own right.

Thisis not a country where families can live under

bridges or in 'cardboard cities while the rest of us

have our turkey dinner.

Washington Post 23 Dec. 1982, section A, p. 16

In The Trackers of Oxyrhyncus...the people of Cardboard



City erupt on to the stage. These are the men and women,
some old and some very young, who live beneath the
arches on the South Bank.

Independent Magazine 19 May 1990, p. 14

Cardiofunk

noun (Health and Fitness) (Lifestyle and Leisure)

The trade mark of a cardiovascular exercise programme which
combines aerobic exercises with dance movements.

Etymology: Formed from the combining form cardio- 'heart'
(Greek kardia) and funk, atype of popular music (see funk).

History and Usage: A development of aerobics, Cardiofunk was
invented in the US in 1989 and imported to the UK in 1990.

Cardiosalsa and Cardiofunk classes are jammed at the
five Voight Fitness and Dance Centers.

USA Today 4 Jan. 1990, section D, p. 1
Tessa Sanderson...isafan of cardiofunk and has got
together with Derrick Evans to present the video

Cardiofunk: the Aerobic programme.

Company June 1990, p. 25

cardphone (Lifestyle and Leisure) (Science and Technology) see phonecard

carer

noun (People and Society)

Someone whose job involves caring; especially, a person who
looks after an elderly, sick, or disabled relative at home and
is therefore unable to take paid employment.

Etymology: Formed by adding the agent suffix -er to care; the
word had existed in the more general sense of ‘'one who cares
since the seventeenth century.

History and Usage: This sense arose out of the concept of
caring professions (see below) and the realization that much



unpaid caring was being done by relatives who could not or would
not entrust their elderly or sick loved-onesto professional

care. The word was first used in this way towards the end of the
seventies and became very fashionable in the mid eighties as
increasing efforts were made to provide carers with the support
they need. When used on its own, without further qualification,
carer now usually means a person who cares for someone unpaid at
home (also called a care-giver in the US); professional carer is
often used for amember of the caring professions.

When a son isthe primary care-giver, it isusually by
default: either heisan only son or belongsto a
family of sons.

New York Times 13 Nov. 1986, section C, p. 1

Ms Caroline Glendinning, who made the study while a
research fellow at York University, called yesterday for
increased benefit rates for carers and for a non-means
tested carer's costs allowance. Carers aso needed
opportunities for part-time work, flexi-time employment,
and job sharing. There are an estimated six million
carers.

Guardian 12 July 1989, p. 8
caring adjective (People and Society)

Committed, compassionate; of ajob: involving the everyday care
of elderly, sick, or disabled people.

Etymology: Formed by turning the present participle of the verb
care into an adjective.

History and Usage: Caring was first used as an adjective (in
th